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PROLEGOMENA, 


Taovon the Eaſt gave Genin and 


ſcience to the Weſt; the ſcientific ma- 


nuſcripts of Aſia are inferior to thoſe of 
Europe. Their hiſtorians (with a few ex- 
ceptions) are diffuſe and unmethodical, and 


paſs over in filence fome of the moſt im- 
portant events recorded by the Greeks and 


Romans: for which reaſon, few prudent 


men will venture to tranſlate theſe authors, 
for fear of combatting the Cn of ſyſ- 


b tematical 
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vi. PROLEGOMENA. 


tematical folks, and being cenſured as in- 
ventors of ſomething new. Their poets 
likewiſe (however excellent in their original 
tongues) loſe moſt of their beauties in a 
tranſlation: but their works of the narra- 
tive kind (perhaps the only thing we can 
ſucceſsfully imitate) have ever been, and 
probably ever will be the admiration of all 
the world, As in this ſpecies of writing 
they were never equalled by the ancients, 
ſo they will never be excelled by the moderns. 
Thoſe of Perſian origin in particular, con- 
tain ſomething ſo inſtructive and amuſing, 
that when Naſſer Ebn Harith, an Arabian 
merchant returned home, after a long reſidence 
in Perſia, he ſo charmed his countrymen 
'with the marvellous ſtories which he related 
of Ruſtum, Isfendiar,. Feridoon, Purmahe, 
Zohak, &c. that they told Mahommed, who 
was at that time propagating his pernicious 
doctrine, they liked theſe romances better 
than the Coran: and this obliged him to 
- publiſh a new chapter, which he pretended 
to have received from Heaven, wherein all 
ſuch tales were anathematized, and their 
authors ſtiled enemies to God and his Pro- 


5 phet. 
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phet. The fame impeſtor, though an Arab, 
and for purity of ſtyle the firſt of Arabian 
writers*; conſequently much 'prejudiced in 
favor of his own 'language, was notwith- 
ſtanding ſo conſcious of the ſuperiority of the 
Perſian, that he told his followers, when 
the Archangel Gabriel had any thing par- 
ticular to communicate, he always made uſe 
of the Derri dialect. +lIn the nights of a 
thouſand and one, called in England the 
Arabian nights, Scheherzade, inſtead of trying 
to remove the prejudices of Schariar, ſeems, 
on the contrary, . from the great number of 
exceptionable female characters which ſhe 
_ continually introduces, to increaſe them, and 
to have no other point in view but that of 
prolon ging her life. 


In the days of a thouſand and one, ſtiled 
the Perſian Tales, and compiled by Mocles, 
the Derweiſh of Iſpahan; Sutlumeme ran- 
ſacks her invention, to combat the obſtinacy 
of the Princeſs Farruhknaz ; ; who from the 
impreſſion of a dream had formed as un- 
; b 2 favorable 


* That Mahommed could neither write nor read is a vulgar error, 
confuted by the Coran and Abulfeda's life of Mahommed. +About a 
third part of each of theſe collections have been done into French: the 
former by Monſieur Galland, and the latter by Petit de la Croix, Junr. 
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favorable-an opinion of men, as the Sultan” 
of the Indies had preconceived of women. 


In the Tooti Nameh (or Tales of a Par- 
tot, as the words ſignify) the narrator has 
one important end to obtain, namely, to 
keep his miſtreſs at home, on which de- 

pends his maſter's A and his own 1 life. 


The character be dnsed are ſuitable to 
the ideas of the people to whom they are 
addreſſed: the ſcene, the chief cities in Aſia, 
Europe and Africa: each evening's entertain- 
ment is uniform, and unconnected with any 
other. Toward the end of the MSS. the ſubject 
grows more intereſting and delightful; and 
in the laſt night, the Parrot outdoes him- 
ſelf, to deſcribe how, will be to anti- 
cipate the pleaſure of the reader: let it ſuf- 
fice for the preſent to ſay that every thing 
ends well. There are certain verſes inter- 
mixed throughout this work, beginning 
with Nahkſhebi* which I have rendered in 
proſe: ſome are literally tranſlated: of other 
couplets the ſenſe is given rather than the 


words; 


PR OLE GOM E NA. ix. 
words; and thoſe which interrupt the nar- 
rative, or contain any thing indelicate, are 
wholly omitted. As each converſation is 
ſuppoſed to eommence ſoon after ſun- ſet 
certain epithets are added to the two grand 
luminaries of heaven; applicable to ſome 
principal character in that evening's | 
entertainment. In that of the Princeſs of 
Babel and the two Magicians, for example.* 
When the celeſtial traveller had ſunk, like 
Harut , into the well of Babel, and the 
faſcinating white robed Pirri, like the 
enchantreſs of Miſſur, had left the couch of 
Pharaoh to enlighten the Magicians of Hin- 
doſtan. In Khemjui, and the laughing fiſh, 
when the ſea-drinking crocodile had attain- 
ed his Egyptian Whirlpool, and the flow- 
travelling filver fiſh had emerged from her 
Abyſſinian gulph to diffuſe brilliance over 
the waters of Ganges. And in the Iman's 
wife, the Shroff's ſon, and the bird Heft- 
Renck. When the intrepid fowl of heaven 
had ſunk into the convex of her Maurita- 
nian * neſt, and the ſilver- plumaged- 
| - 12 ſtrong 


* The RUS of tales already wanſlated from the ſame author, 
but not contained in this firſt volume, | 
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ſtrong taloned falcon pounced her Cuſhmi- 
rian prey, &c. As a teacher of the Perſian 
and ſome other polite and commercial lan- 
guages of Aſia and Europe, I find myſelf 
obliged, in ſpite of my own or other people's 
ideas of claſſical propriety, to imitate the 
ſtyle of the original. Men who have made 
the ancients, by which I mean the Greeks 
and Romans only, their model, will diſlike 
this; while a few gentlemen of a different 
deſcription will blame me for having uſed 
the pruning-knife with too much freedom, 
To the candid cenſure of the latter I chear- 
fully ſubmit; and whether I will or no, 
muſt, to that of the former. It may, I 
candidly confeſs, be ſomewhat difficult for 
thoſe who are entirely unacquainted with 
the hiſtory, languages and manners of the 
Orientals, to reconcile themſelves to the au- 
thors of. thoſe countries; but if we find fault 
with the ſubject of this, or any ſimilar work, 
on account of the ſinging aſſes, reaſoning 
ſhegals, laughing fiſh, mocking birds,. the 
dog of the ſeven ſleepers, and oracular trees, 
which we may happen to meet with., An 
Arab or Perſian may put us in mind of the 
Serpent 


} 
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Serpent which beguiled Eve, the ſpeaking 
Aſs of Balaam, the great Fiſh which ſwal- 
lowed Jonah, the Dog of Tobit, and the 
Dragon in the Revelations. And if we ridi- 
cule their florid ſtyle and lofty ſounding ca- 
dence, they may reaſonably reply, that upon 
this principle we deride the language of 
our own facred writings; and tell ' us that 
they ſee no more impropriety in the epithets, 
odor of reputation, ſhrub of deſire, collar 
of patience, duſt of affliction, pavement of 
ruin, or leaves of explanation, than in 
the mountains ſkipping like rams, and the 
little hills like young ſheep. The dew of 
thy birth is as the womb of the morning. 
He rejoiceth as a giant to run his courſe, 
He doth raviſh the poor when he getteth 
them into his net. I faid unto the fools, 
deal not ſo madly; and to the ungodly, ſet 
| not up your horn, &c. The beauties of which 
evaporate in the beſt tranſlations, and can 
only be ſeen and duly eſtimated by thoſe 
who read originals: by a critical knowledge 
of which, the moſt uſeful diſcoveries may 
be made in the moſt valuable ſciences, the 
| progreſs of the fine arts traced from crea- 
tion's 
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tion's birth to the preſent times, and the 
origin of the moſt barbarous and unculti- 


vated ſtates and people even of the In- 
habitants of the newly diſcovered Iſlands in 
the South-ſeas, clearly aſcertained. Thoſe 
who are. ambitious of being thought ety- 
mologiſts and refiners of the Engliſh lan- 
guage, can never ſucceed without the above 
mentioned requiſites: to ſay this word is 
derived from the Saxon, that from the Latin 
or Greek, and a third from the French 
or Italian, is only going from one dialect 
to another, ſuppoſing one little rivulet to 
owe its ſource to another at a little diſtance 
from it, without being at the pains to trace 
it to the fountain-head, from whence both 
originate, A conſideration of the advantages 
of the oriental languages in general, and 
the Perſian in particular, its antiquity and 
uſe, in explaining a variety of paſſages in 
the Old and New Teſtament; the changes 
it has undergone by the revolutions of time; 
and the introduction of various alphabets, 
according to the fancies of different penmen: 
the preſent ſtate of it in Aſia, and the 


miſtaken notions concerning it in Europe, 


PROLEGOME NA. xiii. 
- prefixed to che f W 


will probably be 
volume; the materials were collected ſome 
time ago, but were either deſtroyed or miſ- 
laid during the late domeſtic afflictions of 
the author. In the mean time it may (for 
the encouragement of the Aſiatic ſtudent,) be 
depended on as an undoubted fact, drawn from 


experience, that the only difficulties atten - 


ding the acquiſition of this moſt regular, 
copious, and valuable language, are the ſcar- 
city of printed books, the high price of 
Mss. and the want of proper teachers. 


„N BR: The Perſian copy of .the Tooti 
Nameh was brought to England by an Offi- 
cer in the Eaſt- India Company's ſervice: 

and may be ſeen 25 any e who is able 
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x NTLEMEN deſtined 1 India, 
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Tongbes, and Others, who wiſh to acquire a com- 
plete Knowledge of the Hebrew; or improve 
1 themſelves in the Greek or Roman Claſſics, may 
x be attended at their own Houſes, and inſtructed 
* in the moſt effectual and expeditious Manner, by 
the Editor of the following n. or 
direct (Poſt paid) Wil; wen hh eee 
NAHKSHEBI, 
At the Minerva A Office, Leadenbail-Street. 
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TOOTI NAME H. 


NIGHT THE FIRST. 


— — — _ 
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TO THE RECORDERS OF ANCIENT HISTORY; AND THE 

 COLLATORS OF HOARY TRADITIONS; THE NARRATORS 
OF NOCTURNAL LEGENDS, AND THE ADMIRERS OF 
MARVELLOUS TRANSACTIONS ARE INDEBTED FOR THE 
FOLLOWING TALES. 


N the joyful days of peace and plenty, 
when every peaſant eat two dates at a 
mouthful, and each camel filled two pails at 
a milking, there flouriſhed in one of the cities 
of Hind* a merchant whoſe name was Mo- 
barec+; his warehouſes were filled with 
7." merchan- 


1 Hind—India. + Mobarec — Fortunate, &c, 
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5 23 ; his coffers overflowed * 
gold; and he counted his diamonds by ſacks. 
His houſe was magnificent and convenient; 
his attendants numerous and ſplendid, and 
his clients as the ſands of the ſhage ; but the 
bowl of his auſpicious fortune was imbittered 
by the ſherbet of anxiety, and the ſunſhing, 
N of his felicity blaſted by the milde w of grief: 
For though the choiceſt mirabolans of beauty 
ornamented his gilded haram, to tranſmit his 
name to poſterity, the — of ſue- 
ceſſion was wanting. 


To obtain the blefling of offspring, lowly 
on the duſt of humility he proſtrated the 
brow of obedience, and daily offered to the 
Father of Clemency the rac incenſe of 
prayer. The odor of his ſupplication at laſt 
gained admiſſion to the durbar of benevo- 
lence, and the ſterile” cloud which had long 
obumbrated the horizon of oputence diſap- 
peared. After nine moons had completely 
filled their orbs, a ſon was born in his houſe, 
who, in a two-fold degree of PRIOR 
eclipſed the beauty of Juſuf. | 


. To 


FI 


P49) 2 
- To this decorator of the manſion of joy 
Mobarec gave the name of Meimon“; and 
when the ſeaſon of life had put the down of 
his cheek to flight, obtained for him a virgin 
bride whoſe name was Khejeſtch. 


The mutual joys of this happy pair were 
manifeſted by a thouſand marks of delight, 
and no greater portion df happineſs did the 
Predeſtinator at any period decree to a lover 
and a beloved object, than that which ſubſiſted 
between Maimon the rich, and Khejeſte the 
happy. The Dæmon of perfidy never aſſail- 
ed the ſkirts of their fancy, and the breeze 
of miſtruſt ruffled not the furface of their 
minds, but equally worthy of each other, 
they long repoſed on the ſofa of caſe, and 
quaffed the wine of enjoyment. One Day 
as Meimon paſſed by the bazar, the common 
crier, by order of the clerk of the market, was 
offering a parrot to ſale. Approaching the 
vender he demanded the price, and was 
anſwered a thouſand dinars, to which Mei- 
mon replied powerfully, Muſt he be bound 
with the rope of the ignorant whowouldexpend ' 
| | B2 ſo 


* Meimon—Auſpicious, 5 Khejeſte—Happy, bleſſed, &c, 


( 4) 
ſo much money. for a fowl. O maſter jg- 
norant, cried the parrot, before you are ac- 
quainted with my qualifications you have no 
reaſon to find fault with my price, if my body 
is not full of deſirable fleſh, yet my ſoul is 
full of accompliſhments, Imans are con- 
founded by my eloquence, the illuſtrious 


charmed at my ſight, the populace delighted 


by my loquacity, and my wit is the ſalt of 
aſſemblies ; I am neither angel nor miſſiona- 
ry, but like them my mantle is green; I am 
neither houri nor hermit, but my beauty re- 
ſembles the one and my virtues ſurpaſs the 
other; I am neither fakeer nor moſlem, but 
a flying chief and rapid companion; I am 
no king of mortals; but the verdant earth is 
my carpet, the ſummit of the air my throne, 
and my dominions are the boundleſs regions 
which ſeparate the earth from heaven. The 
concealed accidents of good or evil fortune, 
which are hidden in the womb of futurity 
from mortals, have been explored by my 
enlightened eye, and the decrees of the table 
of deſtiny are engraved on my retentive me- 
mory; to give you a certain information of my 
præſcience, before three 1 ſhall elapſe, 

there 


(ST) 

there will be ſo great a demand for #*ſan« 
| dal-wood, that by the merchandize of it (if 
you liſten to my advice) you may pay the 
price demanded for me and gain conſiderable 
advantage! Purchaſe me therefore on this 
condition, and if after the period predicted 
you chooſe to retain'me in your ſervice, you 
may make good your payment with a part of 
the overplus, and if not, you may return me 
to my maſter. This marvellous relation of 
the green mantled pratler found acceſs to the 
auditory of Meimon's approbation, and he 
bought him on the conditiqns propoſed ; after 
which he purchaſed all the ſandal-wood in 
the city, and before three days were expired 
paid the thouſand dinars with an inconſider- 
able part of the profit, and added the re- 
mainder to his ſtock. 


Some days after, .as the merchant paſſed 
by the ſame bazar, the clerk of the market 
was in like manner _— a ſharyk t, which 
he 


* The MSS. has ſunbal, which I apprehend to be an error, 
and may be corrected by the alteration of one wy (i.e) 
by ſubſtituting dal inſtead of bo, 


t Sharyk—a ſpecies of nightingale, which imitates the human 
voice in fo ſurpriſing a manner, that if you do not ſee the 
bird you cannot help being deceived, 


(6) 


he wrought home and placed by the fide of 
the parrot, in hopes that an agreeable com- 
panion would mollify the rigor of ſervitude, 
and reconcile him to the confinement of a 


cage. 


When the fol of fagacity had given the 
moſt infallible proofs of his wiſdom, genius, 
and ingenuity, Meimon exhibited him as a 
prodigy before crouded afſemblies ; eonſult- 
ed him in all his affairs; and entruſted him 
with the moſt important commiſſions, One 
day as he fat by his cage, after diſcourfing 
on a variety of ſubjects, the converſation ac- 
cidentally changed” to the advantages of 
foreign voyages, which the green mantled 
ſecretary fo clearly proved, that his maſter, 
though he had never ſeen the ſea, began 
inſtantly to draw on his boots, and make 


pre paration for a voyage. 


From thence to Khejeſte he repaired, 
and cried, Amiable eſſence of my ſoul ! 
beloved rennet of my exiſtence! a young 
man is a ſlave to the revolutions of time 
autumn robs the roſe-tree of bloom, and the 


| chilling 


o 
chilling blaſts of winter ſcatter her verdarif. 3 
honors around, yet, at the gay return ob „ 
ſpring, the vital ſap. re- aſcends; but when 
the autumn of manhood is paſt, and the 
winter of old age crowns the heads of mor- 3 
tals with ſnow, the ſpring of youth returns K 

no more. While the ſeaſon of life permits, 
I am determined on a foreign expedition, 
in order to collect the bread of induſtry from 
the ocean of immenſity; each wave rolls 
wealth to the ſhore, and the bark of the 
merchant is ſurrounded with treaſure. A man 9 
without riches is fatherleſs, and a houſe with- | 
out money is deſerted; he that is void of 
caſh may be conſidered as a non-entity, and 
wanders in the croud unknown. It is there- 
fore every man's duty to procure a good ſum 
of the ready; gold is the delight of our 

lives, tis the bright live-coal of our hearts, 
the yellow links which faſten the coat of 
mail, the gentle ſtimulative of the world, 
the complete coining die of the globe, the 
traveller Who ſpeaks all languages, and is 
welcome in every city, the ſplendid bride un- 
veiled, and; the defender, regiſter and mirror 
of jehandars*, 
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Nabt/hebi, 


* Jchandar:—Poſſeſſors, or kings of the world. 


WK 
Nablſbebi, the man who hat dirrems is band. 
fome; a hundred worms gnaw the bowels of the 
poor; gold will be the refurrettion of a people, 
The ſun ever ſhints inauſpicious on the man 
without money. 


Allowing (replied Khejeſte) the advan- 
tages of a ſea voyage to be great, and that 
every ſurge rolls wealth to the ſhore; yet 
the accidents and misfortunes are greater, 
The merchant of bleſt independence can 
never be denominated wiſe, who through a 
ſordid love of gold ſhould leave the port of 
ſecurity, hoiſt to the gale of accident, and 
expoſe himſelf to a thouſand dangers on the 
ocean of ruin, What is gold, but the ma- 
nacle of the abje&! the chain of the con- 
temptible! the blinder of the covetous! the 
fetter of lovers l the ſource of inſincere friend- 
ſhip! the gaudy idol of the inſenſate multi- 
tude! the wild plumb which ripens with the 
barley of the hypocrite! and the coined 
image of the enſlavers of mankind. —But if, 

continued the lady, you are determined upon 
this expedition, permit me to be one of your 


Fr for the ſages ſay, that the preſence of 
a wife, 


G 


a wife, in a voyage, will fill the fails with 
delight, and ſmooth the brow of ſuſpicion. 


Meimon fejoined; O Khejeſte ! the ſages 
likewiſe compare a wife to a threſhold, as 
that is at all times immoveable, ſo a wife ſhould 
be always at home. Imitate then the threſ- 
hold's conſtancy, and during my abſence 
communicate all your affairs to the parrot 
and ſharyk; demand their council and advice, 
and tranſact no momentary concern which 
exceeds the boundaries of your comprehen- 
ſion, without the joint concurrence of theſe 
two fagacious birds. Virtue is the child 
of prudence, and proſperity and ſafety will 
be the progeny of attention. 


Here the merchant finiſhed his lecture 
of precaution, and bid an affectionate adieu 
to the ſweet paſte of his affections, who 
punctually fulfilled all his commands for a 
conſiderable time after his departure. 


After he had long protracted the moons 
of abſence, as Khejeſte was one morning 
ſtanding on the roof of her houſe, to catch 
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the breeze of health, the rajah's ſon of that 


city was paſſing by with his train, whom the no 
ſooner beheld but the ſubtile poiſon entered at 
her eyes, and pervaded her enamoured frame. 
The battle-axe of prudence dropped from 
her feeble hand; the veſſel of continence 


became a ſport to the waves of confuſion, 


and while the avenues leading to the fortreſs 
of reaſon remained unguarded, the ſugar- 
cane of incontinence triumphantly raiſed its 


head above the roſe-tree of patience. The 
firdar of the vanguard of tranquillity was over- 
powered by the hurrawal of paſſion; and the 


ſultan of inconſtancy placed his victorious 
ſtandard on the citadel of her bleeding heart, 


If ſome remaining ſparks of honor and 
duty at firſt laid the reins. of prohibition on 
the courſer of deſire, they were finally extin- 


guiſhed by the torrent of inclination, and re- 


ſigned to her infamy—ſhe ſaid, day is the 
veil of lovers, and night the ſeaſon of ſtrata- 
gem, to thoſe who long to ſee an abſent fa- 
vorite. This day, when the extenſive car- 
pet of ſplendor ſhall be folded up, and the 

obſcure 


„ | 
obſcure curtain of night let down, I will 
haſten to the peeſh khaunch of my mirza“. 


Accordingly, when the ſeaſon of evening 
arrived, and the fun was retired behind the 
veil of the weſt, Khejeſte removed the veil of 
modeſty from her countenance, and ima- 
gining that her feathered counſellors would, 
through friendſhip and complaiſance to a 
lady, commend her reſolution, and facilitate 
her departure; thus addreſſed the penſive 
nightingale: O bird of a thouſand ſongs !. 
a ſerious accident has befallen me, and pow- 
erful obſtacles impede the execution of a moſt 
important buſineſs; this night I am deter- 
mined to go ſecretly to the manſion of a lover, 
and moiſten my thirſty ſoul with the wine 
of ſociety ; what approbation do you ſhew 
to my decree? and what indulgence do you 
give to my journey ? : | 


The nightingale, with the key of zeal, un- 
locked the gates of ſincerity; expanded the 
doors of eloquence; and in the moſt affec- 
tionate manner began to exhibit the chapters 

("T2 of 


„ Mirza—Prince, 
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of precaution; but the manna of his ſalutary 
council was waſted on an ungrateful ſoil 
for inflamed with rage, and diſtracted with 
impure deſire, the daughter of infamy and 
ingratitude drew forth the unfortunate ſong- 
ſter from his cage, and with the rude hand 


of violence daſhed him againſt tha pavement 
of death, 


Nahkſhebi, the ſhafts of death are not to be 
amoided: What warlike power can avert the 
fatal moment? If the whole world were of 
one mind it would be impoſſible to repel death. 


After this, glowing with indignation, and 
ſtained with cruelty, ſhe repaired to the 
parrot's cage, crying, Secretary of the ver- 
dant mantle, what advice haye you to offer, 
and what indulgence do you give to my 
paſſion ? The bird of ſagacity, after clawing 
his head, ruffling up his feathers, and rub- 
bing his beak on the perch, from the treat- 
ment of his comrade, drew the following 
prudent concluſion : If, in the beaten path of 
ſincerity, I unlock the ſprings of exhortation, 
I ſhall experience the ſharyk's fate; and if, 
by 


1 


by unbounded indulgence and ill- timed con- 
nivance, I encourage her in her idleneſs and 
infamy, we ſhall both fall from the battle - 
ments of honor into the bottomleſs abyſs of 
ruin. Some plan muſt therefore be concert- 
ed to reſcue me from the precipice of dan- 
ger, extricate her from the labyrinth of 
adultery, and ſecure my maſter's honor, 


Nahkſhebi, act conformable to the times, and 
ſympathize with the complaints of the fair, 
The greateſt ingenuity {as the ſages affirm} 
ts to accommodate ourſelves to the changes of the 
world. 


The parrot accordingly commiſerated her 
ſituation; quenched the fire of indignation 
with the water of flattery, began a tale con- 
formable to her temperament, which he took 
care to protract till the morning ; after which 
he exclaimed, Immaculate governeſs! ſince 


the table of deſtiny has decreed, that the 
eyes of your affection ſhould be transferred 
from your conſort to a lover; and the bird of 
diſloyalty has built his inflammable neſt in 
your boſom, pluck the thorn of care from 

your 
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our heart, bind yourſelf with the zone of 

ilarity, and by my powerful mediation you 
ſhall arrive at the tent of delight, and enjoy 
the muſky aſſemblage of your amiable. Should 
Meimon return during your abſence, and the 
particulars of your myſterious connections be 
whiſpered by the breath of envy, or tranſmit- 
ted on the leaves of explanation, I have an 
antidote ready to counteract the poiſon of 
malevolence; for the ſon of Mobarec will 
liſten to me, like the merchant Puroobal, who 
believed his cockatoo, and was reconciled 
to his wife. Khejeſte enquired what ſort of 
a tale that was; and her ingenious ſecretary 
began to ſatisfy her curioſity in the following 
manner : | 


„ 


THE COCKATOO. 


Is one of the principal cities of Hindoſtaun, 
there lived, according to popular tradition, 
a merchant, whoſe name was Puroobal, who 
had a cockatoo of ſuch marvellous accom- 
pliſhments, that he committed to its care the 
manage- 


* 1 


management of all his affairs, and made him 
ſteward of his houſhold ; which important 
truſt the bird diſcharged , with honor and 
integrity, and gave an exact account to his 
maſter of every thing that , paſſed. Some 
time after, buſineſs requiring the merchant's 
abſence, he. communicated his intention” to 
his wife, and entreated her, by all the/ties of 
love and friendſhip which ſubſiſted between 
them, not to form any connection, or tranſact 
any buſineſs of importance, without the ad- 


vice and approbation of the bird of inſtruc- 
tion. 


His chaſte partner promiſed faithfully to 
fulfil all his commands, though nothing was 
more remote from her intention, for the day 
after his departure ſhe became ſo deſperately 
enamoured of a neighbouring youth, that 
ſhe brought him home every night, and con- 
verted the nuptial ſofa to the couch of adul- 
tery. The cockatoo, through fear, pretend- 
ed not to ſee what he too clearly perceived, 
and pretended to be ignorant of what he . 
comprehended too well; and concluded with 
Shafei“ —May the bleſſings of Alla reſt on 
the extremity of my pretended ignorance. 


® Shafei—Chief of one ſe& of Mohammædons. 


; 


% 


Nablſbebi, cover your face with the weil of 
pretended ignoratice; becauſe fins of omiſſion 
and commiſſion are the employment of penitents. 


In being deaf to what you hear there are 4 
thouſand conveniences; by being blind to what 
you ee * may ſubjugate the world, 


When the merchant returned, thi parti- 
colored ſteward gave a faithful and circum- 
ſtantial account of all that paſſed in his ab- 
ſence, except the infamous amour, which he 
plunged into the gulph of oblivion ; and im- 
preſſed with the ſignet of filence, charitably 
concluding, that a manifeſtation of the buſi- 
neſs would be to lacerate the purdo of chaſ- 
tity, and ſtrip the bark from the tree of 
union. Butin ſpite of the bird's taciturnity, 
his maſter was ſoon acquainted with the 
whole affair from another quarter, becauſe 
love and muſk cannot remain long conceal- 


ed, as the ſages fay, 


« Delicious is the ſubtile conceit of the flen- 
« der reed in relating ſecrets, and love and 
* muſk cannot remain long concealed.” The 

merchant's 


8 
merchant's wife ſorely lamented that the tale of 
her infamy was thus manifeſted on the car- 
pet of ſcandal; and concluding, that her 
huſband had, by the cockatoo's aſſiſtance, 
enucleated the kernel from the ſhell of her 
intrigue, became inimically diſpoſed toward 
the bird of intelligence, permitted the ſeed of 
rancor to be ſown in her heart, which by 
diligent cultivation ripened into the fruit of 
vengeance. One night ſeizing the oppor. 
tunity, ſhe cruelly extracted one of the 
longeſt . feathers of his wing; at another 
ſpoiled his victuals; on a third plucked him 
from his cage. The hapleſs bird crying 
aloud for help, brought ſome of the houſhold 
to his cage; but ſeeing it empty, and his 
pulſe in a putrified ſtate, they aſſuredly con- 
cluded that he had been carried away by a 
cat; but freſh diſaſters awaited him, for his 
miſtreſs thinking it too much indulgence to 
kill him at once, diſguiſed herſelf in a varie- 
gated robe, placed a diadem on her head, and 
drawing her gaudy train like a bird of para- 
diſe, aſcended a canopy of ſtate, then com- 
manded a ſlave to tie a ſtring about the foot 
of her harmleſs ſecretary, by which he was 

D ſuſpended 
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ſuſpended to the ceiling, turning round like 
a fakeer; and to augment the horrors of his 
fituation, ſhe one while made a noiſe like a 
lapwing, at another counterfeited the crow- 
ing of a cock, the cry of a woman in labor, 
or the monthly lamentations made for the 


As when the baleful hail-ſtorm copiouſly 
deſcends on the peaceful flower-garden, the 
tender ſhoots languiſh, the branch is ſtripped 
of verdure, the root withers and internally 
decays; the fragrant volume of the full-blown 
roſe, in fragments torn, becomes the ſport of 
adverſe winds, the diſtreſſed roſe-bud alters, 
and his green robe is changed into deadly 
woad color; the jaſmin, ſnow-drop, and 
lily, that decorates the vale, become livid; 
and the tulip, variegated with white and red, 
droops like an expiring lover, 


Nahkſhebi, lament with the people who 
mourn! The clamor of a woman is like the 
ſound of a bell. The lamentations of the po- 
pulace are of ineftimable price to ſouls of exalted 
rank, | 


If 


Os. 


1 
If the ſorrows for the dead, and this lady's 


behaviour to her cockatoo have any analogy, 
they differ in this particular; for the ſages 
affirm, that the departed ſpirit is inſenſible 
of their prayers and complaints ; becauſe in 
the flowery bowers of Behiſht“, where plea- 
ſures are uninterrupted and eternal, no cre- 
vice can poſſihly remain open to admit the 
voice of affliction ; whereas the cockatoo was 
ſo ſenſibly affected by his miſtreſs's behaviour, 
that it nearly coſt him his life, 


In this neighbourhood was a moſque, to 
which the bird limping repaired, and made 
choice of a ſolitary corner, from which he 


never came out but in the night time to 


procure himſelf a ſcanty meal, 


While affairs were in this fituation, the 
infamous behaviour of Puroobal's wife ſpread 
the gloom of melancholy on her huſband's 
brow, and rent the cawl of his heart with 
the briars of diſtraction, For the loſs of his 
cockatoo he exhibited the energy of woe, 
and the daughter of adultery he droye from 

g D 2 his 


®* Behiſht—Paradiſe, 
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his houſe ; and though conciliating friends 
poured the wine of peace, and oil of concord, 
into the wounds of jealouſy, he departed not 
from the baſis of his determination. 


Nahkſhebi, attempt not to move by per- 
juaſſon the foul that is afflicted with grief, 
The heart that is overwhelmed with the bil- 
bas of horror, will, by flow degrees, return ta 


22 


When the woman ſaw that the mediation 
of friends were vain, to bind her huſband 
with the zone of reconciliation, ſhe execrated 
her wretched exiſtence, and, hopeleſs, repair- 
ed to the moſque, where ſhe determined to 
paſs the remainder of her days in devotion, 


On a certain night, as ſhe rolled on the 
pavement of ſorrow, tormented with the 
thorn of remorſe, the cockatoo vociferated 
from the hole of a monument, contaminated 
daughter of adultery, overwhelmed with the 
waves of deſpair, to obliterate thy enormous 
crimes, and reconcile thee to thy injured 
huſband, the table of deſtiny decrees, that 

thou, 


4 
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thou, with thine own hand, pluck every, 
hair from thine head, and ſpend forty days: 
of penance on the duſt of contrition;, The 
penitent: inſtantaneouſly complied, and vo- 
luntarily inflicted on herſelf this public and, 
ignominious puniſhment ; when the cockatoo, 
coming forth from the monument] cried, 
The garment with which you cloathed me, 
you, yourſelf, . ſhall wear. The ground you 
have cultivated ſhall yield its increaſe, and the 
ſeed which you have ſown you ſhall reap. Iam; 
that innocent bird whom you ſo unjuſtly diſ- 
honored and abuſed ; may. this oracular mo- 
nument bear: witneſs, that the puniſhment! 
I received:from-your hand, you ſhall, in due 
meaſure, receive from me, and the balance 
of juſtice ſhall no longer be ſuſpended in 
vain.— While I conducted your affairs with 
rectitude, and carefully guarded your bread 
and ſalt, and impreſſed your adultery with 
the ſeal of filence, and diſcloſed not to your 
huſband the hiſtory. of your enormities, you, 
treated me as a perfidious accuſer, and made 
the corners of the public bazar, and the roof 
of the bathing houſes echo my imaginary 
crimes, How ſhall I mark the packet of 


your 


C22 
your cruelty with the ſignet of oblivigg or 
forgiveneſs? How can I attempt to cloath 
you with the white robe of innocence, or 


with the tongue of hypocriſy impoſe on my 
maſter” 8 credulity ? 


'The day after, when the imperial golden, 
winged cockatoo of the day appeared on his 
oriental perch, and the ſerene ſharyk of the 
night had retired to his occidental cage; the 
bird of loquacity, reſolving to out-do his 
miſtreſs in generoſity, returned to Purooþal's 
houſe, and with the tongue of congratulation 
| beſtowed on him the ſalam of health. The 
merchant aſked in ſurpriſe, What art thoy ? 
The bird of ingenuity unlocking the ſprings 
of invention, anſwered, I am thine ancient 
ſecretary, which was torn from my cage 
by the fangs of cruelty, and depoſited in 
the voracious belly of a cat. The merchant, 
ſtruck with admiration, doubted the teſti- 
mony of his ſenſes, and queſtioned the bird 
on the promptitude of his reſurrection, and 
was anſwered, Your innocent and immacu- 
late wife, who, in the efferveſcence of jealous 
indignation, you turned out of doors, and 
branded 
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branded with the name of adultreſs, with no 
other teſtimony of her guilt but the letter of 
a calumniator unknown, has now taken up 
her reſidence in a neighbouring moſque ; 
to the virtue of her ſupplication I owe my 
reſtoration to life, and am now ſent to you 
to be a witneſs of her chaſtity, and to teſtify - 
to the world, that whatever has been ad- 


vanced of her obſcenity and adultery has no 
foundation in truth. 


The merchant, full of admiration, exclaim- 
ed, Into what a fatal labyrinth of error has 
the green eyed monſter of jealouſy conducted 
me! What an unpardonable crime have 
committed! My chaſte and virtuous wife, 
whoſe prayers are ſo powerful as to raiſe the 
dead, has, by me, been ſuſpe&ed of inconti- | 
nence. | 


He then haſtened to the moſque, proſ- 
trated the forehead of obſequiouſneſs on the 
threſhold of contrition; humbly implored 
pardon for the injuries he had committed ; 
imprinted on her face and cheek the ſalu- 

tation 
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tation of peace, and brought her back to o h 
Houſe with- erer 


— A ul power 95 fad 
mediators to "mitigate aur grief, for being ſe» 
parated from an amiable object. As the joy 
on the feſtival of Nuruz is the ſatisfattion of 
the petitioner who. arrives at the ſummit 9 


duſire. 


When the green arrayed fowl of loquacity 
had thus far extended his marvellous tale, 
he addreſſed his miſtreſs in the following 
manner: 


Amiable lady] if you, in like manner, have 
ſettled your affection on a lover, give the rein 
to the ſteed of inclination, and attempt not, 
with the ſhield of temerity, to repel the ar- 
rows of deſtiny. Should the ſecret be whiſ- 
pered by the breath of malice, or exhibited 
on the 'leaves of explanation, like the mer- 
chant Puroobal's cockatoo, I wilba&t the part 
of a mediator between both parties, and by 
taliſmor addreſs reconcile your offended huſ- 
band. This hour is the fortunate hour, 

and 
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and this time the heart-attraQting ſeaſon ; 
ariſe, and on the breeze of opportunity fly 
to the tent of your prince. Khejeſte wiſhed 
to follow her counſellor's inſtruction, but the 
queen of the morning threw aſide her ſpa- 
cious veil, and diſcloſed the brilliance of her 
radiant face, and the diſconſolate incontinent 


curbed the ſtced of expedition with the bridle 
of delay, * && 


Nabkſpebi, foe ardently defied to go that 
night to the pavilion of her royal admirer, 
where the imperial muſic melodiouſiy reſounds.— 


May ſplendid Aurora be a perpetual obſtacle to 
her departure. 


Is not the morning chorus inimical to thoſe 
who love ? 
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THE FOUR FRIENDS AND THE BRAMIN; 
OR, 


THE PUNISHMENT OF AV ARICE. 


Wurd the golden topaz of the revolv- 
ing ſphere had fallen into the fable caſket of 
the weſt, and the brilliant globular pearl irra- 
diated the concave dome of the eaſt, Khejeſte, 
like a gem of the cabinet of beauty, bedewed 


with pearl-reſembling tears, thus e 
her loquacious monitor: 


Verdant mantled 1 of a 
poſſeſſor of the ſecrets of deſtiny ! chain of 
the bridegroom's chamber ! powerful cork- 
extending colleague to the ſwimmer ! The 
khoul of rebellious inclination continues to 
torment my ſoul; and the ſirdar of deſire 
has thrice aſcended to the caſtle of honor, 
and robbed me of the jewel of peace. To 
thee, faithful guardian, I nightly repair, 

tottering 
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tottering with weakneſs, and becrimſoned 
with guilty ſhame.—And what is the deſign 
of this viſit ? To ſupplicate abſalution for 
external infirmities ; to pray that the balm 
of advice may be applied to my internal 
wounds; and to filence the agonizing re- 
monſtrances of my diſtracted ſpirit. But the 
balſam of your ſagacious counſels, like the 
unerring ſhafts of the white poplar bow, 
finds a paſſage to my wounded boſom, and 
perforates my bleeding heart ; and your be- 
nevolent apologies for my repeated follies, 
add fewel to my inflamed breaſt, rivet the 
horrible fetters of love, rob me of the plea · 
ſures of exiſtence, and conſign me to the 
regions of death. | 


The parrot anſwered, Amiable Matron ! 
lovers ſtand in need of daily precaution ; 
the mortal who diſregards the effluvia of 
counſel, and pays not the moſt profound at- 
tention to the ſalutary advice of a fincere 
friend, will find himſelf reduced to the me- 
lancholy fituation of the fourth friend of the 
pearls. —Khejeſte, upon enquiring what that 
was, received the following information: 

E 2 The 
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The admirers of marvellous traditions, and 
frequenters of evening aſſemblies, upon the 
authority of venerable hiſtorians, affirm, that 
in the ancient city of Bahle“ there dwelt four 
intimate friends, who, from a fimilarity of 
diſpoſition, were ſo ſtrictly united, that they 
made one common fund of their joint pro- 
perty, and long enjoyed, in uninterrupted 
tranquillity, the patrimony of their induſtrious 

anceſtors. But as all ſublunary enjoyments are 
influenced by fortune's wheel, which ſub- 
jects every thing to a perpetual fluctuation 
ſo, by the breeze of accident, the ſmooth 
ſunſhine of their proſperity was, by the law- 
leſs ambition of two neighbouring tyrants, 
ſhifted to the night of adverſity.— The 
claws of rapine ſeized on their poſſeſſions, 
and their wealth became the plunder of the 
victorious; ſo that with difficulty, ſaving 
their lives, they turned their backs with con- 
ſtraint on their once peaceful habitation, 


Nahkſhebi, the affairs of this world are ſub- 
Jett to the caprice of fortune; the revolutions 
} | | if 


* Bahlc—One of the chief cities of Choraſm, about ten far- 
ſungs from the river Gihon. 
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of whoſe wheel produce grief. Though no 
mortal enjoys conſtant felicity, a continued 


ſeries of misfortunes will overcome the moſt 
br Ae. 


Near this place lived a ſagacious Bramin, 
to whom the four friends repaired, related 
the pleaſures of the paſt, pathetically de- 
ſeribed the ſorrows of the preſent, and hum- 
bly ſolicited his advice for the regulation of 
their future conduct. The ſage inſtantly 
took four pearls of wiſdom, and placed one 
on each of their heads, and ſaid, perſue the 
road of happineſs together; whenever a pearl 
drops from the head of either, let all inveſti- 
gate the place, the produce of it ſhall be 


your common property. 


Nahkſhebi, fortune is changed! A wiſe 
protector is near! A reſtorer of tranquillity ts 
remote from misfortune, Every ill beneath the 
ſun has a cure. 


The pearls being thus placed on their 
heads, the four men girding up the loins of 
fortitude, far their eyes towards the pillar of 

fortune, 


WW 


fortune, and perſuing their journey in a row 
travelled on towards the harveſt of hope.— 
Aſier walking ſome leagues, the pearl of 
the firſt fell, and upon examining the place 
with attention, they diſcovered the ſurface 
of an extenſive copper mine. Upon this, 
the firſt friend faid, here will I pitch my tent, 
here will I plant my vineyard ; this mine 
contents all my wiſhes, and remaves from 
my imagination the remembrance of paſt 
afflictions. Let the odor of my ſupplica- 
tion obtain admiſſion in the durbar of your 
acquieſcence, and divide with me the favors 
of providence, But if your illuminated 
minds anticipate ſuperiot acquiſitions, perſue 
the path of inclination, 


This propoſal was refuſed by his ambi- 
tous companions, who continued to go on 
as fate directed, till the pearl of the ſecond 
friend fell, This place however appeared 
inferior to the former, but he was ſoon re- 
ſigned to his ſituation by the diſcovery of a 
mine of filver, which he offered to divide 
like the firſt, and which was as peremptorily 
refuſed by his comrades, who continued their 
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rout, as the predeſtinator of the earth decreed, 
till they came to an extenſive country, the 
air and water of which was leſs ſalubrious, the 
plains leſs verdant, and the vallies leſs fertile 
than cither of the two former places of halt- 
ing; and here the pearl of the third friend 
happening to drop, he diſcovered a large mine 
of gold, which he offered to ſhare with his 
colleague ; but the fourth friend diſdainfully 
anſwered, as copper, ſilver and gold have al- 
ready been diſcovered by three inſignificant 
perſons, fortune moſt aſſuredly reſerves for 
me a gift of ſuperior value. The aſpiring 
genius, whoſe mind is enlightened with the 
luſtre of diamonds, will never reſt contented 
with gold, and he who ſets out .in perſuit of 
jewels will never be fatisfied with metal. 


Having thus ſaid, he travelled on for ſome 
months, till he came to an uncultivated plain, 
which led to a narrow valley, deſtitute of 
water, and all the neceſſaries of life; the 
air reſembled that of Jehennem, and the 
ſurface of the ground was like the area of 
the infernal fire. No quadruped grazed in 
this vale of horrors ; over it no bird wing- 


cd 
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ed its airy flight ; chilling blaſts at one mo- 
ment petrified the trembling limbs, which 
were ſucceeded by hot ſulphureous exhalations, 
which aſcending to the ſeat of life, relaxed 
the ſlackened nerves, and ſuſpended vital reſpi- 
ration. In this tremendous ſituation the fourth 
pearl had no ſooner dropped, but the owner 
of it diſcovered, at a ſmall diſtance, a mine 
of diamonds, and inferior gems innumerable; 
but the ground was covered with ſcorpions 
eggs; the baſiliſk, rattle- ſnake and cockatrice 
hiſſed on every ſide, and the avenues were 
guarded by an enormous ſerpent of terrific 
aſpect, who, as the fourth friend reached out 
his hand towards a cluſter of diamonds of 
uncommon ſize andluſtre, reared his ſpeckled 
creſt, opened wide his venom- diſtilling jaws, 
and levelled the arrow of his infernal tongue 
at the pale face of the affrighted wretch, 
who now begun to curſe that folly and avarice 
which had tempted him to leave the gold mine, 
and made him determine to return back and 
be a partner with the third friend: But in 
ſpite of his moſt diligent endeavours, after 
a long and fatiguing journey, not a veſtige 
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of the mine could he trace, nor obtain the 
leaſt intelligence of the owner, 


He then faid, if I cannot procure gold, 
my ambition ſhall be fatisfied with filver ; 


and returning to ſearch for the ſecond friend, 


he. diſcovered that all the filver was ex- 
trated, and nothing but droſs remained. 


He was not a little mortified at this freſh. 
diſappointment; but conſoled himſelf at laſt 


by this reflexion: Gold and filyer are lux- 


uries, but copper will adminiſter all that we. 


can, reaſonably wiſh, for, 


Buoyed up with hope, he peregrinated 
toward the copper mine; but the ætherial 
ſpirit had crept forth from the trembling 


lips of the firſt friend the day before his 
arrival ſtrangers were in poſſeſſion of the 


mine, who laughed at his pretenſions, and 


ordered him to be baſtinadoed for his 1 im- 


pertinence. 


In this deplorable ſtate he rent not the 
collar of - patience, nor loſt the anchor of 


expectation; but reſolved to return home to 
F the 
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the bramin, to communicate the chapter of 


his misfortunes, and ſupplicate his future ad- 
vice. | 


Supported by the phantom of deluſion, he , 
ſeemed to borrow freſh ſtrength from his 
diſappointments; and after a pilgrimage more 
long and perilous than any of the preceding, 
he arrived at his own home, half famiſhed, 
and covered with rags, and had the morti- 
fication to diſcover, that the bramin was 
long ſince departed to a far diſtant country, 
and not a perſon in the diſtrict was in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the ring of direction, ſo that the 
miſerable wretch, through his obſtinacy and 
avarice, remained overwhelmed with poverty 
and diſgrace, without money and without 
friends, with no other hope or deſire, but 
that Aſrael would expand the forfex of per- 
dition, and liberate his afflicted foul from the 
priſon of mortality. 


Nahkſhebi, by no means att obſlinately ; the 
obſlinate always multiply the rings of ſubjection. 
Tf you iſh to flouriſh, liſten to the voice of your 
friends. Evil will be the conſtant companion 
of the objtinate, 


THE 


4 


THE MAGICTAN AND THE SERPENT, 


Ox E day as this obſtinate man was re- 
lating his adventures, one of the audience 
replied, Whoever turns the deaf ear to his 
friendly adviſers, and diſregards the balm of 
admonition, deſervedly merits your fituation, 
which enables me to recolle& the following 


hiſtory, 


As four acquaintances were once travelling 
together, they diſcovered, in an uncultivated 
defart, the bones of a monſtrous ſerpent. 
One of them being an ingenious philoſopher, 
and a profound magician, gathered them up, 
and after putting them in their proper pla- 
ces, with the moſt conſummate ingenuity, 
drew a book from his pocket, out of which 
he muttered certain incantations, and the 
ſkeleton appeared evidently covered with 
fleſh and ſkin. He then deſired permiſſion 
to read ſomething from another book, to give 


it animation, which his three companions 
F 2 __ earneſtly 
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earneſtly cautioned him againſt; begged him 
to conſider what an injury he might do to 


| himſelf and others, and hoped he would re- 


collect, that ever fince the birth af crea. 
tion, ſerpents had been the natural ene- 
mies of the children of Adam. This they 
continued to urge, and much more to the 
. fame purpoſe ; but the obſtinate necromancer 


| | laughed at their vain fears, rejected their 
counſel, and read on till the ſerpent began 
to move, which the three comrades no ſooner 


obſerved, but they fled from the place with 
Precipitation, while the obſtinate artiſt was, 
for his unſeaſonable ingenuity, ſwallowed at a 
mouthful, 


When the bird of advice had got thus 59 


| he addreſſed his patroneſs after the uſual 


manner; begged ſhe would not refuſe to liſten 


to his counſel, to remove impatient anxiety 
from her mind, and on the wings of joy to 


haſten to the pavilion of aſſignation. 


Khejeſte wiſhed to do ſo, but the monarch 
of the world drew forth fram his ambuſcade ; 


the buſtle of the city hive dinned upon the 


car; 


'® 
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ear; the queen of the morning unveiled; 
and the © chaſte conſort of Meimon retired 
behind the veil of diſcontent, 


DEREZ GHOUSH OO-HEZM FEROUSH; 


OR THE 


| SINGING 488 & DANCING FAGGOT-MARER. 


Wars the derweiſh, whoſe glowing 
zeal irradiates the revolving ball, had en- 
"tered" the private chamber of his occidental 
dormitory, and the ſilver-robed principal 
ok the ſooffis' had forſaken his holy cell, to 
illuminate his oriental convent; Khejeſte 
ſforſdok the purdo of confinement, and thus 
addreſſed her favorite bird: 


Myſterious 


— et — 
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\ Myſterious ſource of wiſdom and goodneſs ! 
tis reported, that Sultan Abd'laziz never ſlept 
during his whole reign ; and that, upon being 
aſked the reaſon, he anſwered, while I ſleep 
my ſubje&s will forſake me. Like him, 
O fowl of complacency ! I, ſleepleſs, roll on 
my ſolitary ſofa, punctured by the thorns 
of anxicty and I ſincerely wiſh. to impreſs 
Meimon, and my prince, with the ſeal of 
oblivion, to defend my breaſt with the ſhield 
of honor, and walk in the path of chaſtity. 


The parrot replied, Amiable lady! as 


honor and chaſtity ought to be defired by all 


ſo theſe tranſcendent virtues are amiable at 
every ſeaſon; but there is a day for every 
wiſh, and a ſeaſon for every action. To judge, 
however, from external appearances, you 


no labor under as many difficulties by prac- 
tiſing chaſtity as the aſs did by remaining 


filent, when he had a moſt violent inclina- 
tion for braying..—Novelty once more 
gave birth to curioſity, and the green mantled 
bird of inſtruction, after removing the ſeal 
of reſtraint, poured the mantling wine of de- 
fire into the cup of explanation. 

At 
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At a certain period of time; as ancient 
hiſtorians inform us, an aſs and a ſtag were 
ſo fond of each other's company, that they 
were never ſeen ſeparate. If the plains were 
deficient in paſture, they repaired to the 
meadows ; or if famine pervaded the vallies, 
they overleaped the garden fence, and like 
friends divided the ſpoil. 


One night, during the ſeaſon of verdure, 
about the gay termination of ſpring, after 
they had rioted in the cup of plenty, and lay 
rolling on a green carpet of ſpinage, the 
cup of the filly aſs began to overflow with 
the froth of conceit, and he thus expreſſed 
his unſeaſonable intentions. Comrade of the 
branching antlers, what a mirth-inſpiring 
night is this! How joyous are the heart- 
attracting moments of ſpring! Fragrance 
diſtils from every tree; the garden breaths 


ottar of roſes, and the whole atmoſphere is 


pregnant with muſk. In the umbrageous 
gloom of the waving cypreſs the turtles are 
exchanging their vows, and the -bird of a 
thouſand ſongs fips nectar from the lips of 
his roſe; nothing is wanting to complete 

the 
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the joys of ſpring, but one of my melodious 
ſongs, When the warm blood of youth ſhall 4 
ceaſe to give animation to theſe, elegant limbs 
of mine, what reliſh ſhall I have for pleaſure? 
And when the lamp of my life is extin- 
guiſhed, the ſpring will return in rain. 


Nabkſhebi, muſic is at every ſeaſon delight« 
ful; and a ſong ſweetly murmured captivates 
the ſenſes. The . mufician, who charms. our 
ears, will moſt aſſuredly e tbe, road of. acceſs, 


ta our hearts. 


The ſtag anſwered, ſagacious long eared 
aſſociate, what an unſeaſonable propoſal is 
this! rather let us converſe together about 
pack-ſaddles and ſacks; tell me a. ſtgry, of 
ſtraw, beans, or hay lofts, unmerciful drivers 
and heavy burdens. 


What bufingſ: las tbe . aſs. to meddle with, 
mufic ? what, occaſion (has . Ears, ta attempt 
to ing 


You ought alſo to recollect (continued the 
ſtag) that we are thieves, and that en 
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into this garden to plunder ; conſider what an 
enormous quantity of beets, lettuces, parſley ' 
and radiſhes we have eaten, . and what a 
fine bed of ſpinage we are ſpoiling !—— 
« Nothing can be more diſguſting than a 
bird which ſings out of ſeaſon,” is a pro- 
verb as current among the ſons of wiſdom 
as a bill of exchange among merchants, and 
is as valuable as an unperforated pearl. If 
you are ſo infatuated as to permit the en- 

+ chanting melody of your voice to draw you 
into this inextricable labyrinth, the. gardener 
will inſtantly awake, rouſe his whole caravan 
of workmen, haſten to the garden wall, and 
convert our muſic into mourning; ſo that 
our hiſtory. will be like that of the houſe- 
breakers.—The prince of folly expreſſing a 


deſire to know how that was, received the 
following information : 


; 


THE HOUSE-BREAKERS. 


Is one of the cities of Hindoſtaun ſome 
thieves broke into a houſe, and after colle&- 
G | ing 
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ing the moſt valuable moveables, ſat down 
in a corner to bind them up. In this corner 
was a large two-cared earthen veſſel, brim 
full of the wine of ſeduction, which ſublime, 
to their mouths they advanced, and long- 
breathed potations exhauſted, crying, every 
thing is good in its turn; the hours of bu- 
ſineſs are paſt; come on, witli the gift 
which fortune beſtows, let us mitigate the 
toils of the night, and ſmooth the forchead' of 


care. 


As they approached the bottom of the 
flaggon, the vanguard of intoxication began 
to ſtorm the caſtle of reaſon; wild uproar, 
tumult, and their auxiliaries, commanded by 
the Sirdar of nonſenſe, foon after ſcaled the 
walls, and the ſongs of folly vociferouſly 
proclaimed, that the ſultan of diſcretion was 
driven from his poſt, and confuſion had taken 
poſſeſſion of the garriſon, 


The noiſe awaked the maſter of the man- 
ſion, who was at firſt overwhelmed with 
ſurprize; but ſoon recollecting himſelf, he 
graſped his truſty ſcymitar, and expeditioufly 


rouſed 


Ll 
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rouſed his ſervants, who orderly attacked the 
ſons of diſoxder, and with very little pains or 
riſk, extended them on the pavement of 


death. 


9 

Nabkſhebi, every thing is good in its ſeaſon. 

Let each perform his part in the warld, that 

the world may go round. — He who drinks at an 

unſeaſonable hour ought not to complain of the 
vint ner. 


Here long- ears ſuperciliouſly anſwered, 
puſilanimous companion, I am the bloſſom 
of the gity, and luminary of the people; my 
preſence gives life to the plains, and my 
harmony cultivates the deſart. If, when in 
vulgar proſe I expreſs the unpremeditated 
idea, every ear is filled with delight, and the 
fleeting: foul, through extaſy, flutters on the 
trembling lips, what muſt be the effect of 
my ſongs ? | 


The ſtag rejoined, The ear muſt, be de- 
prived of . ſenſation, the heart void of blood, 
and formed of the coarſeſt clay muſt he be 
who can attend your lays with indifterence; 
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64 
but condeſcend, for once, to liſten to advice, 
and poſtpone this muſic, in which you are ſo 
great a proficient, to a more convenient time 
and place, and ſuppreſs, not only the ſong, 
but thay ſweet murmuring in your throat, 
preluſive to your ſinging, and ſhrink not up 
your graceful noſtrils, nor extend the ex- 
tremities of your jaws, leſt you ſhould have 
as much reaſon to repent of your ſinging 
as the faggot-maker had of his dancing. 
Derez Ghouſh demanding how that came 
to n the 1 made mem reply: 


THE FAGGOT-MAKER, THE PIRR IES, An 
THE BOWL or PLENTY, 


As a faggot-maker was one day at work 
in a wood, he all of a ſudden ſaw four pirries$ 
ſitting near him, with a teliſmic* bowl before 
them, which ſupplied” them with all they 
wanted. If they had occaſion for victuals of 


the PIO taſte, wines of the moſt delicious 
2 7005 vers 


$ Perries—Faries. | 
Feliſmie — Commonly, though improperly, written taliſ- 
manic. 
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flavor, garments the moſt valuable and con- 


venient, or perfumes of the moſt odoriferous 


exhalation; in ſhort, whatever neceſſity could 
require, luxury demand, or avarice with for; 
they had nothing more to do, but put their 
hands into the bowl, and pull out whatever 
they deſired, | 


The day following, the figgot-maker be- 


ing at work in the ſame place, the pirries 


again appeared, and invited him to be one of 
the party. The propoſal was chearfully ac- 
cepted, and impreſſing his wife and children 
with the ſeal of forgetfulneſs, he remained 
ſome days in their company; recollecting 


himſelf however at laſt, he thus addrefſed 


his white-robed entertainers ; 


I am a poor faggot-maker, father of a nu- 
merous family, to prevent the clinging of our 
| bellies together, and to drive the dæmon of 
famine from my cot, I every morning repair 
to this foreſt, and every evening return with 
my faggots ; but my cares for myſelf and 
fire- ſide have for ſome time paſt been ob- 


literated by the cup of generoſity. If my 


petition 
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petition gains admiſſion to the durbar of 
your enlightened auditory, I will return to 
give them the ſalam of health, and enquire 
into the ſituation of their in. 


The pirries graciouſly nodded acquieſcence; 
adding, the favors you have received from us 
are trifling; but we cannot diſmiſs you empty 
handed : Make choice, therefore, of whatever 
you pleaſe, and the fervor of your moſt un- 
bounded deſires ſhall be ſlaked in the ſtream 
of oyr munificence. | | 


The wood-cutter replied, I have but one 
wiſh to gratify, and that is ſo unjuſt and 
unreaſonable, that I dread the very thoughts 
of naming it, ſince nothing but the bowl 
before us will fatisfy my ambitious heart. 


The pirries, burſting into a loud laughter, 
anſwered, We ſhall ſuffer not the leaſt in- 
convenience by the loſs of it, for by virtue 
of the teliſm which we . poſſeſs, we could 
make a thouſand ſuch howls in a twinkling ; 
But, in order to make it as great a treaſure 
to you as it has been to us, * it with the 
| utmoſt 
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ad care, for it will break by the moſt 
trifling blow, and be ſure never to make uſe 
of it but when you really want it. 


The faggot- maker, overcome with joy, 
ſaid, I will pay the moſt profound attention 
to this inexhauſtable treaſure; and to pre- 
ſerve it from breaking I will exert every fa- 
culty of my ſoul: | 


Upon ſaying this he received the bowl, 
with which he returned on the wings of 
rapture, and for ſome days enjoyed his good 
fortune better than might be expected. The 
neceſſaries and comforts of life were procured 
for his family; his creditors were paid; 
alms were diſtributed to the poor; the 
brittle bowl of plenty was guarded with 
diſcretion; and every thing around him was 
arranged for the reception of his friends; 
who aſſembled in ſuch crowds, that every 
corner of his cottage overflowed. 


The faggot-maker, who was one of thoſe 
choice elevated ſpirits, whoſe caſh never 


ruſts in their poſſeſſion, finding his habitation 


inade- 


G on 
inadequate for the entertainment of his gueſts, 
built another, more ſpacious and magnificent, 
* to which he invited the whole city, and 
| placed the teliſmic bowl in the middle of the 
3 grand ſaloon, and every time he made a dip, 
, pulled out whatever was wiſhed for. 


Though the views of his viſitors were 
various, contentment was viſibly inſcribed 
on every forchead ; the hungry were filled 
with the bread of plenty; the aqueducts 
 overflowed with the wine of Sheraz ; the ef- 
feminate were ſatiated with muſky odors; 
and the thirſt of avarice was quenched by 
the bowl of plenty. 


— —— {+ Sens Dr — 


The wondering ſpectators exclaimed, This 
is no bowl, but a boundleſs ocean of myſtery ! 
tis not, what it appears to be, a piece of 
furniture, but an inexhauſtible magazine of 
treaſure |! | 


After the faggot-maker had made this 
oſtentatious parade of his good fortune, and 
Ph circulated the glaſs with uncommon rapidity, 
he ſtood up, and began to dance, and to ſhew 
his 


| ( 49 ) i 
his dexterity- in the ſcience, placed the 


brittle bowl on his left ſhoulder, which every 
time he turned round he ſtruck with his hand, 
crying, O-ſoul-exhilirating goblet ! thou art 
the origin of my eaſe and affluence! the 
ſpring of my pomp and equipage | the en- 
gineer, who haſt elevated me from the duſt 
of indigence to the towering battlements of 
glory | thou art the nimble berid* of my 
winged wiſhes, and the regulator of all my 
actions] to thee am I indebted for all the 
ſplendor that ſurrounds me | thou art the 
ſource of my currency, and the author of our 
preſent. jubilee | With theſe, and fuch kind 
of idle incoherent - tales, he entertained his 
company, as the genius of nonſenſe dictated, 
making the moſt ridiculous grimaces, rolling 
his eyes like a fakeer in a fit of devotion, and 
capering like one diſtracted, till the bowl, 
by a ſudden flip of his foot, fell from his 
ſhoulder on the pavement of ruin, and was 
broken into an hundred pieces 


At the ſame inſtant, all that he had in the 
houſe, and whatever he had circulated in the 
| >. "7-0 City, 

* Berid--A running footman, &c. 


N ( $50 ) 

city, inviſibly vaniſhed; the banquet of 
exultation was quickly converted to mourn- 
ing ; and he who a little before danced for 
joy, now beat his breaſt for ſorrow, blamed 
to no purpoſe the rigor of his inauſpicious 
fortune, and execrated the hour of his birth. 
Thus a jewel fell 'into the hands of an un- 
worthy perſon, who was unacquainted with 
its value; and an ineftimable gem was in- 
truſted to an indigent wretch, Who by his 


ignorance and oftentation converted it to his 
own deſtruction. e e 5 


* 
1 


Melodious bulbul“ of the long · eared race, 
continued the ſtag; as the wood-cutter's 
dancing was an unpardonable folly, which 
met with the chaſtiſement it deſerved, ſo do 
I fearfully anticipate, that your unſeaſonable 
Ginging'w will become your 1 puniſh- 


| ment. 


His aſsſhip liſtened thus far with relue- 
tance to the admonition of his friend, with- 
out intending to profit by it; but aroſe from 

the 


© gulbul The nightiogale, though ſometimes it means the 
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the carpet of ſpinage, eyed his companion 
_ with a mortifying glance of contempt; priek- 
ed up his long flaky ears, and began to put 
himſelf into a muſical poſture, — The nimble. 
ſmall-hoofed ſtag perceiving this, faid to 
| himſelf, fince he has ſtretched out his neck 
and prepared his pitch-pipe, he will not re- 
main long without ſinging. --So he left the 
vegetable banquet, leaped over the garden- 
e een * . 


The — no * ** but he com- 

menced a moſt loud and horrible braying, 
which inſtantly awaked the gardeners, who 
with the nooſe of an inſidious halter, to the 
trunk of a ſtutdy tree, faſt bound the affrighted 
muſician; Where they helabored him with 
their cudgels till they broke every bone in 
his body, and converted his ſkin to a book ; 
on which, in letters of gold, a moonſhe of 
luminous pen, with the choiceſt flowers of 
the garden of rhetoric, for the benefit of the 
numerous fraternity of aſſes, inſcribed this 
inſtructive hiſtory, 


H 2 Nabkſhebr, 


( 52 ) | 
| Nahkſhebi, that your red Roots may nat 
become black, attend to the advice of your 
friends. Whoever attends. to admonition will 
at all times ref m tranquillity, . 


When the fowl of exhortation had pro- 
ceeded thus far, he ſaid, Amiable lady, as at 
that ſeaſon no good came of the aſs's ſinging, 
ſo your pretenſions to chaſtity, and purity of 
intention, are altogether as unſeaſonable.— 
' Ariſe, from the couch of deſpair, on the 
pinions of rapture fly to the pavilion of your 
mirza, and diſpoſe yourſelf to act 2 
to his admonition, | 


Khejeſte wiſhed to put his advice into im+ 
- mediate execution; but the tumult of the 
city began to falute her ears; the roſy gar- 
dener of the globe appeared in his eaſtern 
garden, and bound the derez ghouſh of has 
night to the tree of oblivion, 


9 Rook—An alluſion to the game of cheſs, 
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AND 


FRIENDSHIP DISSOLVED BY BEAUTY, | 
; | 
| 


The Journey of the Seven Lovers 1s Hukhm Alſjrat®, 


Wurd the golden traveller of the eaſt | 
had deſcenfled to his occidental caravanſera, | 
and the filyer-robed derweiſh of the weſt | 
had arriyed at his oriental convent; Khejeſte, = 
brilliant as the ſun, and with haſty ſteps 2 
like the perambulating moon, broke forth . 
from the yeil of confinement, and renewing * 
her nocturnal petition, thus addreſſed the 
fou of i invention: [ 
F "oy 


_— 


Aﬀcatithate fellow traveller, and con- | 
doling aſſociate, though our mutual grief, A 
during this ſhort interval of ſeparation, will 1 
be felt like the puncture of the odoriferous ' 
cane-reſembling thorn; yet a thouſand fears 

. are 1 
| | 


* Hukhm Alſejrat The tree of wiſdom, myſtery, &e. 
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are removed by reflecting, that my departure 
is imprefſed with the ſignet of your ap- 
probation ; and the grief which I long en- 
dured for my Meimon's abſence becoming 
at length familiar, reſembles a bubble of 
water which burſts by ne 


Nablſhebi, reſt ofured, that your 5 
is death; your return, like a ſecond ſpring, 
gives life both to the root and branches. All 
the progeny of dan die mt, ers . 
mme eee, 5617. B. 
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This night, 0 foul of foltivity 1 IF 
the demon of anxiety, ſooth me with ſome 
# pleaſing tale, that with free and contented 
=i heart, I may haſten to the pavilion of joy, 

3 and give a meeting to the object of deſire. 
The bird replied, Far be it from me to caſt 
the reins of reſtraint on the ſteed If your de- 
| terminations z though to judge from appear- 
| ances, you are a talker and not a doer ; but 
promiſes and performances are two things. 


Wo | Nabkſbebi, liſten to the advice of your faith- 
== ful nt. and imitate as action 1 the wi _ 


190 
7 he word. of the fages are the oracles of the 


world ; 5 Why Promiſe they as ſurely 


- Amiable Khejeſte (continued the parrot) 
this lover, I fear, will one day make you the 
moſt ' wretched of mortals ; for ſhould your 
huſband unexpectedly return, as moſt aſſu- 
redly he will, your diſappointment will be 
as great, and your afflictions as permanent, 
as that of the ſeven lovers. Khejeſte aſking 
how that happened, was thus anſwered by 
her feathered babe : 


A carver, | Jewellr, derweiſh and taylor, 
who dwelt together in one of the cities of 
Hindoſtaun, determined upon a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, The friendſhip which ſubſiſted be- 
tween them (according to popular tradition) 
was ſuch, that they always halted at the ſame 
watering places, repoſed in the fame caravan- 
ſera; whatever alarmed one was equally ſelt 


by all, and as they had but one purſe, ſo they 
ſeemed to have but one ſoul. 


One 


by. ( 56 ) 

One evening, coming to a deſert, ſubje& 
to a ghul of horrible aſpect, and inimical 
diſpoſition, the genius of prudence adviſed 
them to divide the night into four equal por- 
tions. The firſt watch fell to the lot of the car- 
ver, who, to prevent the dzmon of ſleep from 
binding, his intellectual powers with the 
chain of inſenſibility, drew forth his tools, 
and, with the greateſt expedition, carved a 
log of wood which lay near him, into the 
form of a woman, of ſhape fo elegant, and 
proportion ſo exact, that if Azer“ ſhould be 
exhibited in a ſimilar figure, every beholder 
would become a convert to his ſuperſtition ; 
and if the face had been copied from one of 
Mani's celeſtial portraits, no greater beauty 
could have been diſplayed. 


Nahkſhebi, give your heart to a beautiful 
image. What tongues are ſufficient to expreſs 
its commendations. ¶ carved from a green hg, 
or a dry plow-tail, reſign your heart to a beauti- 
ful image. 


* Azer—A god of the fire-worſhippers. 
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The ſecond watch fell to the jewels} 


who was agreeably ſurprized at a diſcovery + 
of the carver's performance; but ſeeing it 
altogether unadorned, he ſaid; As the carver 


has worked up this block with ſuch admira- 


ble ſkill, I muſt, in my turn, exhibit ſome 


| ſpecimen of ingenuity ; ſo drawing out all 
his gold and jewels, at the inſtant, he made 


a necklace, car-rings and bracelets,. with" 
hielo arcane Ina like a bride. | 


Naht deli beauty and elegance, deterated 


by ornaments, portend diſaſtrour events to our. 
hearts, An amiable. form, ornamented with. 
diamonds and gold, is like a melodious voice, ac 


companied by the Rhubub, 


At the third watch the derweith aroſe; 


who after ſurveying, with filent admirationy 
the work of his two friends, prayed that the 
father of compaſſion might give life to 
the image; and the odor of his ſupplication 
gaining admiſſion to the durbar of mercy, 
animation was at the inſtant announced by 
motion, and reaſon by eloquence, 


I ' Nablſhebi, 


(.) 


. Nahbkfhebi, ' firmly rely on the benignity \of 
heaven. The fincere worſhippers of -the Deity 
are rewarded with munificence, 1f you perform 


with punttuality what your maker commands, 


all your petitions will be crowned with ſuc« 
\Atthe'fourth watch the taylor! aol, and: 
ſeeing a beautiful woman, glaring with gold, 
and ſparkling with diamonds, he exclaimed, / - 
This is very fine to be ſure! but what a pity 
it is, that people ſhould prefer luxuries to 


-neceſſaries ; ſurely I can never be ſo unjuſt. 


as to ſuffer ſuch a woman as this tobe gazed 
at, by the eye of curioſity, like a ſign, or 
direction poſt! As ſoon as he had ſaid this, 
he fell to work, and never once ſtopped till he 
finiſhed a complete wedding dreſs, and that 
with ſo much taſte and propriety, that beau- 


ty ſeemed to borrow freſh charms from dreſs, 


and —_— Pm 6; bs to * 
ration. | 944.) 


indo off o nnitimby MO 

 Nabſhebi, 0 ornaments are the noi ra- 
viſhers of hearts; and an upper ganment far 
the ſhoulder is like a cluſter of gems. If dreſs, 
an ; however, 


(39 )) 


bowever, may have been at any time the aſſiſtant 
of beauty, beauty is always the animator of *. 


When the e ere Fg : 
ed, and the glorious ſultan of the ſphere be- 
gan to peep. over the eaitern hills, friendſhip 
retired from the ſour travellers, and contention 
ſcized her poſt z public welfare went out 
at the wicket gate of private intereſt, beauty 
intoxicated their imaginations, elegance bi- 
aſſed their wills, the ringlets of her flowing 
locks manacled their reaſon, and the orna- 
mental male on her. cheek conſummated 
their diſtraction. All four, at the ſame time, 
unbarred the portals of ſtrife, and began to 
| exhibit * er- — 

Nen W A (Aves <0 enen 

The carver ſaid, I have the prior im, 
for without my labor and ingenuity ſhe had 
remained to this moment a ſhapeleſs log. 
The jeweller ſaid, I am the moſt worthy of 
her, for I have pteſented the moſt valuable 
nuptial preſent. The derweiſh ſaid, Your pre- 
tenſions are groundleſs, and your preſents in- 
confiderable, when placed in competition with 
animation and reaſon, which were procured 

| I 2 by 
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by the odor of my prayers. The taylor haſtily 7 
- rejoined, ſhall the labor of a carver l the 
tawdry embelliſhments of a jeweller, or the 
ſuperſtitious cant of an idle derweiſh, be 
-weighed in the balances againſt my ſuper- 
eminent genius and accompliſhments! The 
taſte which I have diſplayed in dreſſing her, 
em her the object of n adoration, 


1 the oth plays round the candle with 
a, till he burns his wings, and falls 
headlong into the fiery gulph of deſtruction; 
ſo the four lovers were, r ene 
3 en _— WAS: 5 

be | 4 11 boy 

Nazis your e are e 
petitioners commonly fall into ſlippery places, 
A reſervoir of water, 'covered with weeds, is 
viibli to all but the bs. ee) People who 

125 —_ * | 


* J. 


After _ tinks had been ſpent in fruit- 
loſs altercation, it was unanimouſly agreed, 
that the next man who paſſed by ſhould act 
'as an umpire between them ; and they re- 
maize not long in the middle of the road 
* before 
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before their ſuſpenſe was removed, by tho 
approach of a ſturdy Æthiopian, to whom 
they related their hiſtory, crying, act thou 
the part of a clear-ſighted and upright judge 
between us! The black, beholding the 
charming ſubje& of their quarrel, was fired 
with ambition of becoming a partner in 
the prize; and ſtretching out his hand, he 
ſeized on her with the fiſt of violence, exclaim- 
ing, this is my beloved wife, whom, by the 
moſt foul deception and horrid treachery, ye 
ſtole from my houſe; many tediqus moons 
have I waſted in perſuit-of her, and am now 
going to the viceroy, who: will puniſh you 
with ſuch torments as the n ob! your 
| crimes deſerve, | 


To che tribunal he accordingly drove them, 
and repeated the ſame tale. Though the 
viceroy held the beam of juſtice, his actions 
were by no means regulated by the balance 
of equity, for no ſooner was the idol of their 
contention unveiled before him, but his ſoul 
was ſuſpended on her ebon treſſes, and ele- 
vating the voice of diſtreſs, he vociferated 
This is my unfortunate brother's widow, 
who, 


4 ((166)) 
»#vho; as he travelled from the city; was rob... 
bed and barbarouſly murdered by theſe in- 


feſters of the public roads, whoſe forfeit lives 
hall now atone for their cruelty. 


The viceroy: n buried than to 
ir hn ſultan, who, being a prince of amorous 
temperament, permitted the phœnix of paſ- 
fion to build her inflammable neſt in the 
crevices of his wounded boſom, and he loſt 
his heart, in play, before he was aware of his 
ſituation; for no ſooner did he behold them 
but he ſternly cried—Ye ſtandards of wicked - 
neſs and fraud, much time have I to no purpoſe 
ſpent in endeavoring to explore the private 
haunt of your enormities ! This woman was 
born in my palace, and united to me by the 
moſt ſacred ties of conſanguinity; on account 
4H of a trifling diſpute the privately deſerted my 
3 haram, and took with her a large quantity 
I of gold, and the moſt valuable jewels in my 
\ treaſury; my female flave is, however, acci- 
dentally reſtored,” and her enen ſhall 
-be ſold to e, 1 
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Nahkſhebi; mortals. are dern 1 ar arrows in 
fabricating”, falſe pretencen. * Whatever au 
contemplate is à ' compoſition. of _ good and evil, 
The arm of the mighty, with th fickle of in- 

nn has mowed _ the e — 


The un was, by that] actitimaeed: b 
bling matron, fame, ſoon trumpeted through 
the city; and idleneſs, aided by her twin- ſiſter, 
curioſity, aſſembled the long- eared rabble 
from every quarter. The ſubject of the 
conflict agreeably ſurprized them, and the 
different rank of the competitors confounded 
them; but as the pretenſions of the reſpective 
claimants were founded on the baſis of pro- 
bability, their judgments were long u. ae pn; 
on che W of e 44 


A Pir, : at length, of illuſtrious origin, ma- 
tured in the ſchool of experience, after bow 
ing to the muſnud of royalty, thus poured 
forth the wine of advice. 


The important conteſt which engages our 
attention can never be decided by the chil- 
dren of Adam, for being confined within the 


4 

| ( 64 ) 
| partial circle of appetite, the needle of their 
imaginations continually. verges towards the 
| point of avarice ; but not many miles from 
| \_ this city is a tree named Hukhm Alſejrat, 
| 1 the top of it is concealed in the clouds of 


heaven, the ſeed- root perforates the an- 

| tipodes, and its fibres ſurround the globe; 
= what the viceroy's wiſdom, and ſultan's au- 
\ | | thority can never terminate, will be termi- 
HEE nated by the voice of truth, which will iſſue 
from this oracular tree, and diſtinguiſh the 
worthy from the worthleſs, ſeparate the alloy 
1 of falſhood from the ſterling bullion of truth, 
1 and adjudge the unperforated pearl of con- 


tention to a ſuitable deſtination. The thea- 
tre of divine juſtice is ſuperior to the cor- 
rupt tribunal of mortals, and the inſtinct 
of irrationals has often confounded the ſtra- 
tagems of the ſons of reaſon. 


 _ » Nahiſhebi, bend the ear of attention to: the 

Jalutary admonitions of the ſagacious, and re- 
pel the petulant importunity id the 72 7 
able. 


= A ftone of direction on a riſing Fin? ts 
_— | . better than a mortal of unprofitable exiſtence. 
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The ſeven lovers, agreeable to the advice 
of the ſage, accompanied by the fair ſweet- 
meat, haſtened to the tree of wiſdom; and 
unveiling the bride of eloquence, with the 
ſelect roſes of rhetoric, imprinted their 
hiſtory on the liſtening leaves ; then bowing 
the fotchead of importunity on the duſt of 
humility, they unanimouſly ſupplicated the 
decifive ſentence; In an inſtant, a moſt 
. tremendous noiſe aſſailed their affrighted ears, 
oceaſioned by the laceration of the tree, 
which opened to the moſt central pith, and 
the bride, in her nuptial dreſs and orna- 
ments, jumped headlong into the cleft: the 
ponderous trunk as expeditiouſly cloſed with 
the ſame noiſe, and concealed her from their 
eyes for ever, while, from the mouths of its 
million leaves iſſued a voice like thunder 
from the lg cloud, 


Row thing returns to its original. off 
ſpring of clay, created man, walk no longer 
in the labyrinth of deceit, but perſue the 
path of ſincerity. 


K The 
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The ſeven lovers were overwhelmed with 
heart-corroding anguiſh for their common 
loſs—aſhamed of each other and themſelves, 
they returned in filence to their reſpective 
habitations, and paſſed the remainder of their 


lives in grief and repentance. 


When the parrot had proceeded thus far, 
he ſaid, beneficent patroneſs, it is manifeſt 
that your huſband will ſuddenly return, and 
like the tree of wiſdom, conceal you from 
your prince and all mankind ; and your ſor- 
rows will be as great, and your ſtratagems 
to extricate yourſelf as ineffectual, as thoſe of 


the ſeven lovers! 


Khejeſte ſeemed outwardly to pay atten- 
tion to the remonſtrances of her loquacious 
aſſociate ; yet the bow of predeſtination, at 
that moment, giving wing to the arrow of 
deſire, ſhe internally meditated a ſolitary 
journey; but the moon turned her ſolitary 
face towards the trees of the weſt, and the 
goddeſs of the morning threw aſide her 
veil, the clamor of the city hive announced 


the approach of the chariot of the ſultan of 
the 


(6 ) 
the ſphere, and neceſſity curbed the neck of 
incontinence with the bridle of reſtraint 


Nahkfhebr, ſhe determined to go this night 
to the tent of her royal lover, where the im- 
perial love-exciting mufic harmoniouſly re- 
ſounds, May Aurora be a perpetual obſtacle 
't ver departure ! | 


Is not the Chorus of the mor Fong inimical to 
thoſe who love ? 


The Generofity of the Raja of Rajas towards the 
_ young Derweiſh, together with the reconciliation 
of the Princeſs of Cheen to the Pir 
of the Brazen Chaldron. 


W ae the ſun, like Juſuf, was re- 
tired to his Egyptian palace, and the moon, 
like Jonah, emerged from the belly of the 
deep, Khejeſte, according to her uſual cuſtom, 

K 2 approached - 
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( 68 ) 
approached the cage of her inventive ſecre- 
tary, crying, Leaven of lovelineſs divine, eſ- 
ſence of generoſity profound; thy repeated 
favors diſconcert me, and whenever I con- 
ſider thy beneficence, I am becrimſoned 
with the bluſh of ſhame. Every night to 
thee I repair, baniſh from thine eyes the 
grateful genius of ſleep, and force thee to 
divide the head-ach with thine unfortunate 
patroneſs ; but what can I do? The leather 
bucket has fallen from my hand, and the 
waters of diſappointment have paſſed over 
my devoted head, while thou continu- 
eſt partially to ſympathize with my) folly, 
and forbeareſt to curb the ſteed of reſolution 
with the bridle of reftraint,—— With what 
ſort of language ſhall I celebrate ſuch tran- 
ſcendent goodneſs! And how ſhall I re- 
ward the exertion of ſuch uncommon ta« 
lents | 


The verdant mantled confident replied, 

I am the humble flave of your dargah“, and 
the faithful domeſtic of your bargah“; but 
o'r hopes, 


1 Dargah and bargah ſignify palace, threſhold, hall of audience, 
5 place ot leave or diſmiſlian, &. 
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hopes and prayers are the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
ſervices which ſlaves can render; yet, if my 
power were equal to my wiſhes, you ſhould 
ſpeedily arrive at the ſummit of deſire; and 
I would equal, in generoſity, the Raja of 
the Rajas of Hind, who, from a generous 
ſympathy for broken-hearted lovers, offered 
to loſe his head for the young derweiſh; and 
by the exerciſe of his eloquence and good- 
nature, reconciled the Princeſs of Cheen to 
the Pir of the brazen furnace, 


Khejeſte enquired what ſort of grief the 
derweiſh and pir were afflicted with, and what 
kind of friendſhip and generoſity was exerciſed 
towards them by the chief of the rajas ; And 
the bird of eloquence, ever ready to ſatisfy 
her curioſity thus replied ; 


There once flouriſhed in the ancient pro- 
vince of Furſiſtaun, a certain pehlevi prince, 
who had an only daughter, of ſuch ſingular 
beauty and genius, that to paint an imper- 
fect likeneſs of this bright original baffled 
the pencil of the moſt ingenious artiſts ; and 
to give an abridged ſummary of her accom- 

pliſhments, 


62890 
pliſhments, poets and hiſtorians, of the moſt 
luminous pen, ranſacked the magazine of 


deſcription, and exhauſted their eloquence in 
vain. | 


As a young derweiſh, one morning, con- 
templated this elevated Pharos, he became 
diſtractedly enamoured of her face; his 
bankrupt-heart hung ſuſpended in her flow- 
ing ringlets, and chained him to the dewan“ 
of love. Thus the man, who before was 


careleſs for his daily bread, became careful 
for the food of his heart, 


If reaſon ſometimes found admiſſion to the 
auditory of his mind, and caſt the ſtone of 
obſtruction in the path of inclination, crying, 
O derweiſh, what fooliſh ambition is this, 

which has aſſailed thy diſordered brain! 
And what deluſive phantom of imagina- 
tion has pitched his tent in thy bleeding 
boſom ! Shall indigence connect with opu- 
lence? Or, ſhall the derweiſh be allied to 
the prince? Paſſion on the other hand de- 
ceived him with vain hopes, and whiſpered, 

1 that 
* Dewan— Tribunal, &. 


5 


that in love and' watering places, all ranks 


and conditions are cancelled, —Told him, 
that when the ſocial animal was driven away 
by the companions® of the cavern, he, with a 


— 


tear of condoling anguiſh ready to ſtart from 


his eyes, and ſweeping, ſubmiſſively, the 
ground with his long bruſh tail, © aid, 


Why do ye drive me from your preſence ?” 


And why do ye diſdain my acquaintance? 


They anſwered, - Becaufe thou art not of our 


ſpecies. The dog rejoined, In the inſtitu- 
tion of love and friendſhip there are no diſ- 


tinctions of family. For he who.through diſ- 


intereſted friendſhip ſollicits our acquaint- 
ance, ought to be conſidered as of the ſame 
family. | 


A benevolent quadruped is of more value 


than a perſecuting tyrant. 


Animated by theſe ſuggeſtions, the filly 


derweiſh delivered his credentials to the 


pehlevi raja, declared the violent ardor of 
his paſſion for the princeſs, and, finally, in- 
ſiſted, 


„ Companions—The ſeven ſleepers, or, according to ſome, 
e fix, who, together with the dog, made ſeven, 


. 
fiſted, that in the laws of love, all ranks and 


conditions were equal. 


The prince was fo aſtoniſhed at the em- 
baſſy, and ſo enraged at the ambaſſador, 
that he determined to puniſh his audacity 
with rigor and infamy ; but his enlightened 
vizir ſaid, Shall elephants wage war with 
ants? Or, ſhall the ſcimiter of a monarch 
be contaminated with the blood of a der- 
weiſh? A much better method may be 
adopted, to baniſh him from the royal pre- 
ſence, and remoye him from the realm for 
ever. 


The prince permitting his counſellor to 
manage the buſineſs as he thought proper, 
the vizir, turning to the derweiſh, ſaid, 
The ſubſtance of your amorous petition has 
ſunk deep into our liſtening ears, and the 
continuance of your muſky addreſſes are 
ſanctioned by royal acquieſcence; but the 
nuptial preſent of this bowl of delight is 
a white elephant loaded with gold. —If 
you can lay this offering on the altar of 
beauty, the princeſs will encircle herſelf with 

the 


( 73) 
the zone of affection, and the extremity. of ; | 
her ivory fingers ſhall glow with the bluſh 
of conſent. 


” The Derweiſh, who had not gold enough 
to load a fly, fell motionleſs on .the duſt of 
ſorrow at the propoſal, and as he lay ex- . 
piring, beneath the weighty conſideration, 
his friends elevated the chain of machi- 
nation, to roll away the mountain which 
obſtructed the road to happineſs, and una- 
nimouſly concluded, that he never could 
arrive at the ſummit of intention, unleſs he 
went to the Raja of Rajas, and ſupplicated his 
royal munificence, to ſatisfy the Pehlevi Raja's 
unreaſonable demands, The Derweiſh-liſten- 
ed to their advice, bound his loins with the 
girdle of reſolution, and haſtened to the 
palace of hope, where he ſo ingeniouſly paint- 
ed his hiſtory on the carpet of benevolence, 
that the generous monarch, inſtantly, com- 
plied with his requeſt; 


No ſooner did the PehleviPrince ſce him re- 
turning with the precious metal, but he ex- 
claimed, Alas! wretched Vizir, how groundleſs 
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10 ine ffectual are all thy contrivances; be- 
hold the towering elephant tottering beneath 
the golden mountain! This is one of the 
Raja of Rajas' generous extravagancies, for no 
other mortal on earth is able to make ſuch a 
preſent, —Inſtantly deviſe ſome more artful 
ſtratagem to effect an eternal ſeparation be- 
tween us and this inſolent miſcreant—on the 
ſucceſs of it thy life depends. 


The Vizir, without replying, haſtened to 
the Derweiſh, and after depoſiting the gold 
in the treaſury, and the ſtrong native of Se- 
rendip* in the royal ſtables, cried, The 
daughter of a Prince is not to be bought by 
one brute and a handful of gold ; the only 
preſent that can purchaſe this blooming 
noſegay of paradiſe is, the Raja of Rajas' head ; 
if you have ingenuity ſufficient to procure 
it, we will place on thy crown the diadem 
of affinity, and exalt thee to the dignity of a 


ſion in law. 


The young Derweiſh, without anſwering 
a word, went the ſecond time to the Muſ- 
9 | nud 

® Serendip—Called, by Europeans, Ceylon, 


1 
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nud of opulence, and with fear and trem- 
bling, explained the cauſe of his ſudden 
return, to whom the chief of the Rajas, 
ſmiling, replied, ſet thine heart at reſt con- 
cerning this new demand ; many revolving 
years has this head been the diſtinguiſhed or- 
nament of our ſhoulders, but leſt, at ſome 
future period, it be reported, that we diſ- 
miſled a ſuppliant from our preſence, without 
granting what we were able to perform, we 
chearfully accede to the condition. That 
our blood, however, be not ſhed in yain, 
place a thread around our neck, conduct us 
to the Pehlevi Raja, and ſay, that head which 
ye. demanded I have brought, together with 5 
its body ; and if he is contented with the 
nuptial preſent, ſever it from our ſhoulders 
with the- faulchion of expedition ; but if 
freſh obſtacles ſhould be advanced, let the 
chief poſt of honor remain unhurt, to enable 
us to give thee further aſſiſtance. 


The Derweiſh accordingly faſtened a thread 
about the neck of his royal friend, and led 
him to the Pehlevi Prince's palace, who no 
ſooner beheld him in that ſituation, but he 

L 2 proſtrated 
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proftrated himſelf on the duſt of contrition, 

+ acknowledged his matchleſs liberality and 
fortitude, brought forth his beautiful daugh- 
ter and caſt her at the monarch's fect, crying, 
condeſcend to accept this homely defective 
ſlave, ſo unworthy of your ſublime attention, 
and diſpoſe of her as you pleaſe, 


When the bird of intelligence had pro- 
ceeded thus far, Rhejeſte ſaid, O fowl of 
recreation ! the generous patronage and aſ- 
ſiſtance which the chief Raja rendered to the 

ung Derweiſh was very remarkable, and 
deſerves to be recorded in letters of gold ; 
and I am fo delighted with it, that I muſt 
inſiſt on your giving me a ſecond inſtance of 
the philanthropy of this ſingular Sovereign, 
in the hiſtory of the Princeſs of Cheen and 
the venerable Pir of the Cauldron, _ 


4150 


THE PRINCESS OF CHEEN, 


AND THE 


PIR OF THE BRAZEN CAULDRON, 


T | 
IS reported, that the Raja of Rajas had 
one predominant foible, which obſcured the 
tranſcendent luſtre of his manifold virtues 
and accompliſhments, for he was ſo violent- 
ly addicted to gaming, that he one day per- 
ſued his ill- luck to ſuch an extremity, as to 
empty the royal treaſury. Punctured by the 
ſharp thorn of poverty, and covered with the 
bluſh of conſcious ſhame, he abandoned his 
throne and palace, and reſolved never to re- 
turn till he ſhould meet with ſomebody as 
unfortunate as himſelf. 


He had not travelled many miles from 
the imperial city, before he diſcovered a com- 
pany of people, playing at dice, whom, at 
their requeſt, he joined, and had the good 

| fortune 


F 

fortune to win of them a lahk of rupees,- 
Upon demanding the money, a woman of 
the aſſembly inſtantly paid him the ſtipulated 
ſum, and requeſted him to honor their man- 
ſion with his company, till the morning.— 
The invitation was chearfully accepted, and 
as they proceeded on their way, they came 
to a ſubterraneous cavern, into which, the 
Raja, caſting a glance of enquiry, beheld a 
woman of uncommon beauty and elegance, 
ſeated on a royal throne; at a little diſtance 
was a large blazing fire, over which was 
ſuſpended, by a pot-hook, an enormous 
brazen cauldron, full of boiling oil. On the 
pot-hook was ſeated a decrepid ſhrivelled 
old man, in a ſupplicating poſture, apparent- 
ly ſoliciting the compaſſion of his companion, 
who ſcorned his petition, and laughed at his 
ſufferings : and ſtretching forth one of her 
hands, with an air of ineffable contempt, 
diſplayed an arm of ſuch ſymmetry and white- 
neſs, and a diamond of ſuch fize and water, 
that it was difficult to determine which of 
the two was moſt worthy of admiration. 


When 
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When the monarch ſaw the uncommon 
luſtre of the jewel, he, with expanded hand, 
ſeized on the garment of the woman, ex- 
chiming, Tell me, indigent creature, from 
whence came this precious ſtone! What 
imperial treaſury haſt thou broken open? 
Or what Mauſoleum haſt thou facrilegionſly 
plundered? The lady, putting forth her 
other hand to diſengage herſelf from this 
unexpected intruder, exhibited an ornamental 
bracelet of ten times the value of the ring, 
which, from the different gems of which it 
was compoſed, diffuſed luſtre, as variegated 


and enchanting as Zohara® on the plains of 
evening. 


This bracelet ſhe took off, and preſenting 
it to the Raja, ſaid, Give me the lahk which 
you have won of this libidinous ſhe-camel of 
the deſart, and her companions, and to- 
morrow I will acquaint you with my birth 
and quality, and my reaſon for making this 
cave my reſidence, _ 


The Raja gave her the money, and re- 
aſcending to his female guide, perſued the 


path 
® Zohara —The Perſian Venus. 
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path which led to her habitation, where; 
ſoon after his arrival, he related what he had- 
ſeen in the cavern, without omitting the leaſt 
particular, either of the beauty of the woman, 

the violent ebullition of the brazen pot, or 

the decrepitude and miſery of the ſupplicating 
Pir, 


The next evening, according to appoint- 
ment, he went to the entrance of the pit, 
which he courageouſly deſcended, and ſeat- 
ing himſelf on the top of the throne, ſaid, 
O woman ! who art thou? Why, in this 
tremendous abyſs, haſt thou erected this im- 
perial throne? What are tlie contents of 
that brazen cauldron? And who is this 
afflicted Pir ? 


The owner of the throne rejoined, I am 
the only daughter of a potent Fughfoor® of 
Cheen; full four-ſcore years that wretched 
magician has perſecuted me with his auda- 
cious addreſſes; though he has conſumed the 
flower of his age in perſecuting me, and 
during ſo long a period made uſe of every 
ſtratagem to pleaſe, he has never yet gained 


a par- 
Fughfoor— Emperor of China. 
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4 partial glance, even through half - ſhut eyes, 
nor had a ſip of the ſyrup of attachment, 
becauſe his ſoul is gloomy and dark, and mine 
is amiable and ſerene. Shall the human race 
make contracts with Afrites ? Shall the can- 
did be blended with the turbid? Shall mor- 
tals have intercourſe with Jins? & Or, can 


the bracelet of union be compoſed of unequal 
gems ? 


Though my guardian pirri was not able 
to prevent him from confining me in this. 
dreary dungeon, ſhe has, nevertheleſs, caſt a 
mound of obſtruction in his way, which, for 
four-ſcore years, he has never been able ta 
remove; for until he can leap into this boil- 
ing kettle, and come out without burning, 
or beſmearing his cloaths, he has no power 
to offer the leaſt violence to my perſon. On 
this account, the wretch (who can ſtand the 
crackling® of the ſacred fire without ſtarting) 
is conſtantly ſeated on the pot-hook, to watch 
Ic M the 


$ Jin—Genius, 
It was a cuſtom among the ancient Arabians to throw a 
handful of ſalt into the fire, on the altar, before which they 


ſwore ſuſpected perſons, in order to affright them into a 
confeſſion of the truth, 
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the moſt favorable moment of plunging into 
the capacious crucible; but, by the vigilance 
of my faithful Pir, tis conſtantly kept in 
the moſt violent ebullition ; ſo that the bar- 
barian has no power to reap the leaſt ad- 
vantage from his villainy. 


Thus, like Juſuf, you behold me in the 
pit, far fallen from the rank and dignity of a 
princeſs, remote from friends and country, 
the involuntary companion of one, who has 
not generoſity ſufficient to ſet me at liberty, 
till. ſubjugated by the nooſe of marriage, - 
By virtue of a Teliſm, which he poſſeſſes, 
his wants are daily ſupplied; and all my com- 
mands are punctually attended ts by the 
obedient ſlaves of the bracelet. 


My impriſonment was foretold at my 
birth, as well as my deliverance ; which will 
be effected by the arrival of the moſt gene- 
rous of mortals, who ſhall ſprinkle me with 
a certain liquid, by the virtue of which I 
ſhall be enabled to jump into the magical 
pot, and come out popurt, at which time 


the 
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the power of this Jin will ceaſe, and 1 ſhall 
be at liberty to act as I pleaſe. | 


+ As ſoon as ſhe had finiſhed this tale of 
anguiſh, the chief of the Rajas pulled out one 
of the bottles of the water of life, which his 
hoſteſs had that morning given to him at 
parting, and poured it over the head and body 
of the princeſs, and that lofty cypreſs in- 
ſtantly plunged into the boiling pot, and 
emerged without ſtain or blemiſh, apparent- 
ly more young and beautiful than ſhe was at 
the firſt day of her coming to the cave. 

When the decrepid Pir ſaw this, he came 
down from the pot-hook, approached the 
bottom of the throne, and humbling him- 
ſelf at the duſt of the Raja's feet, ſaid, Mortal 
of auſpicious Horoſcope, four-ſcore years 
have I conſumed in perſuit of this ſweet paſte 
of delight, without taſting a ſingle drop of 
the ſyrup of gratitude ; but, the ebullition of 
the brazen pot has been prolonged till thine 
arrival; and the cluſter ear - ring of beauty 
M 2 $08.6: 3 is 
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is thine. To contend with fate is vain: T 
ſubmit to the rigor of deſtiny; and whatever 
thou commandeſt I chearfully obey. 


The king, then addreſſing the eee 
faid, having experienced the frowns of for- 
tune ourſelves, we participate the woes of 
others; like thee, we haye loſt the battle-ax 
of repoſe, been torn from our throne and 
kingdom, and placed in the poſt of danger, 
Elevate for a moment the beam of reflection, 
weigh the fincerity and perſeverance of this 
ſage in the balance of candor, let the enfign 
of ingratitude be no longer hoiſted on the 
caſtle of beauty, refreſh the foil of deſpair with 
the dew of hope, and we, this moment, 
adopt thee for a daughter, If you ſuppoſe 
this decrepid Pir, by reaſon of his age and 
infirmities, unworthy of your auguſt attrac- 
tions, we will inſtantly remove this dif- 
ficulty; and thus faying, he accordingly 
drew out of his pocket another phial of the 
water, and poured it all over the ſage, wha 
ſwiftly flounced into the brazen kettle, and 
came out a blooming youth of eighteen, 


Abbas 
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Abbas (may the dew of Alla reſt upon him!) 
uſed frequently to ſay, at the ſupplication of 
kings I will change my reſolution.— The 
Princeſs of Cheen followed his example, by 
liſtening to the Raja of Rajas, and returned 
with him to his palace, together with her 


admirer; by which means the grief of the 
Raja's ſubjects was converted into immode- 
rate joy, and teſtified by a ſeries of public 
rejoicings, during which the lover was united 
to the beloved object of his ſoul, the mu- 
nificent monarch felt that ſatisfaction which 
generous ſouls alone can experience on ſuch 
occaſions, and fpent the remainder of his 
life in communicating happineſs, 


When the ſecretary had thus far proceeded, 
he ſaid, amiable governeſs, owners of im- 
menſe treaſures, and poſſeſſors of hearts like 
the heart of this prince, are able to perform 
ſuch eſſential ſervices ; but from me, the 
humble domeſtic of your houſe, and ſlave 
of your threſhold, no ſuch favors are to be 
expected. Before the clamor of the day 
begins, with heart devoid of care, haſten to 
the bower of aſſignation. | 


Khejeſte 
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' Khejeſte was preparing to obey her coun, 
fellor's inſtruction, but the nimble tripping 
Hours had unbolted the brazen gates of the 
eaſt, the goddeſs of the morning had diſcloſed 
her brilliant face, the beneficent Raja of the 
globe, ſeated in his golden chariot, had com- 
menced his diurnal tour, and Khejeſte re- 
turned to the haram of diſcontent. 


— — — — — — —_ 
Zolara and her three Scientific Admirers ; 


” TOGETHER WITH THE 


Reſurrectiun of the Raja's Son and the Nezam. 


WI EN the imperial ſaffron- coloured 
bird had, like Khoſru, deſcended to his weſt- 
ern empire, and the prince of the opaque 

| ſphere, 


„ Nezam—[n the Perſian Language means Privy-Counſellor, 
intimate Friend, Bottle Companion, and Buffoon, 
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ſphete , attended by a train of ſcintillating va 

ſals, arrived at his weſtern palace, Khejeſte, 
whoſe boſom, like a furnace, glowed with the 
fire of paſſion, and on whoſe face was lively 
pourtrayed contemplative anxiety, repaired, 
according to her uſual cuſtom, to the fowl- 
of intelligence. When the ſecretary ſaw his 
frail miſtreſs in this ſtate, he cried, Amiable 
benefactreſs, whoſe viands are the huſks of 
care, and whoſe beverage is the wine of diſap- 

pointment. Why is that ſnowy boſom trans- - 
fixed with the ſpear of anguiſh ? And, why 
from thoſe radiant luminaries do ſanguinary 
tears diſtil? | 


The ſorrowful Khejeſte rejoined, domeſtic: 
Swallow of the ſeaſon ! enlightened Bramin 
of the world ! though the image of this fatal 
youth is ſo deeply engraved on the table of 
my recollection, I am, to this moment, al- 
together ignorant, whether he be a prince of 
accompliſhments, or an ideot, unworthy of 
attention, 


Nahkſhebi, that your life may roll on, de- 


lighiful and happy, imitate not the actions Ui 
ideots. 


1 

The Parrot ſaid, this is the profound river 
of wiſdom, and ſtandard of ſcience, and, in 
order to obtain à complete knowledge of the 
matter, do you, this moment, haſten to the 
banquet of your Mirza, and engrave, on his 
iluminated mind, the hiſtory of the mer- 
chant's daughter, and her three ſcientifig 
admirers, and enquire which of the three 
was the moſt worthy of that unperforated 
jewel; and, afterwards, relate the marvellous 
adventures of the Princeſs, and the reſur- 
rection of her huſband and the Nezam.— 
If he returns a ſatisfactory anſwer, you may 
aſſuredly conclude, that he is a complete and 
ingenious youth, and a POS 3 and accom- 


' pliſhed prince, 


Khejeſte enquired what ſort of tales theſe 
were; and the bird of loquacity, as fond of 
talking as ſhe was of hearing, thus commen- 
ced his Ar rec 


There once lived in Cabul a ita 
who, by the exerciſe of commendable in- 
duſtry, had acquired immenſe treaſure, and, 
by adhering to the rules of temperance, had. 

procured 


AS) 


righed had granted. .—To. ſeal the cup of his 
happineſs, „the father of benevolence bleſſed 
him with a daughter, named Zohara, in | 
whoſe, perſon. were united the . enſign of 
beauty, boundary of elegance, flower of ſin- 
cerity, and cream of wiſdom - but one im- 
perfection ſullied this volume of delight, f for 
every night ſhe was inviſible; 


To ſollicit the pearl- ſtring of alliance, the 
petitions of the rich and the illuſtrious were 
daily preſented to the merchant z, but the 

odor of their perfumed addreſſes found no 

| place. on the altar of Zohara s heart; for, 
unamhitious of their connexions, and averſe 
to the ſhackles of wedlock, ſhe lad The 
beatitude of liberty will I facrifice only to 
him, who, in wiſdom and accompliſhments; 
excels the reſt of mankind; | 

in N 12 l 
This determination being publiſhed in the 
city, was ſoon diſperſed through the neigh- 
bouring provinces, till it reached the cars 

N of 
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of three ingenious youths, who inſtantly 
haſtened to Cabul, and delivered may cre- 
 dentials to the Wr n en 
The firſt ſaid, If _ [ang ſeeks an 
accompliſhed huſband, all the ſecrets of the 
earth are wide expanded to my view; and 
the moſt myſterious occurrences and tranſ- 
actions of every particular province, city, and 
houſe, I fully Wd. 


The ſecond faid, By my kin in magic 
I can transform this ſtaff into a flying horde; 
and convert this teliſm to a chariot, which 
_ ſhall Carry a charioteer a month's Journey in 


a day, and return fifty on the men 
night. N Sf; 


The third ſaid, The chief ſource of my 
riches, and hopes of precedence, are cen- 
tered in a white poplar bow, which never 
twangs in vain; and a winged arrow, which 
never departs from the ſtring without ar- 

riving at the butt of intention. 


The 
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The merchant liſtened to their preten- 
ſions with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, and enu- 
merated their qualifications to the young 
lady; execrated her flying every night from 
his houſe, and inſiſted upon her chooſing one 
of the three for a huſband on the following 
day; but Zohara, in ſpite of his injunctions, 
vaniſhed as ſoon as it was dark, according 1 to 
her alu! cuſtom, | 


Before the queen of refulgent aſpect peep- 
ed over the mountains of the eaſt, the old 
gentleman haſtened to the ſuitors, and pre- 


ferring his petition to the firſt, ſuid, demon- 


ſtrate, O youth of intelligence! the place 
where my daughter at this moment e- 
ſides. 


$145 


The young - philoſopher, after drawing 


ſome teliſmic figures from his pocket-book, 
and diligently obſerving them, replied ; Her 
reſidence is an airy caſtle, to. which ſhe has 
been tranſported by, a pirri; but the ſub- 
limity of her priſon is ſuch as never can be 
attained by mortals. . 


N 2 nn 
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4 then . the fecond to metam. 
5 his ſtaff into a flying horſe, and the 
teliſm into a carriage, which being inſtantly 
performed, the archer, at his deſire, mounted 
the chariot, ſoared to the lofty battlements 
of the, caſtle, bent his unerring bow, and 
with one inevitable arrow, ſhot the treache- 
rous pirri to the heart, and brought back the 
virgin to the gates of Cabul. © 

he merchant was s overjoyed at the ſight; 
extolleg the ingenuity of the three artiſts 
to the ſtars; but more abundantly the arch- 
er, the miraculous effects of whole it irreſiſtable 
arrow he manifeſted to the people, and, 
with a moſt magnificent train, condutted 
them to his houſe, 


Nablſtebi, the reward of the Mags ificent 
is magnificence. 


The three learned youthis were no „ Ther 
arrived, but, with the key 0 jealduſy, they 
unlocked the doors of * ; and, be- 
fore the contended prize, laid the foundation 
ſtone of diſpute, 


Zohara 


( 93 )) 
Zohara liſtened to their controverſy with 


the moſt” profound attention; and, finally, 
terminated the | conteſt by repulſing their 
{.veral addreſſes, on account af the equality 


of their pretenſions.— She obſerved, that the 
knowledge of the firſt, in diſcovering the 
place of her abode, had been diſplayed in 
vain, without the' flying horſe and chariot of 
the ſecond ; that ſhe might have remained 
in bondage without the affiſtance of the 
archer; and, that his arrow had never at- 
tained the mark of deſire, without the aſſiſt- 
ance of his two companions. That, ſince all 
three had been equally inſtrumental in li- 
berating her from the pirri's caſtle, the ſame 
juſtice, which compelled her to acknowledge 
them all for her friends, reſtrained her from 
accepting either of them for er 


Here the bird, after a hort ww ex- 
claimed, Amiable patroneſs ! if you are 
determined to make an experiment of your 
admirer's "ingenuity, relate to him this mar- 
vellous tale, and demand, which of the three 


was the moſt eligible huſband for Zohara? 


n he anſwer with reaſon and propriety, 
| aibul lebt 10 Su you 
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you may aſſuredly conclude, that he is a 
diſcreet and ſagacious youth; and, afterwards, 
to put his capacity to a ſecond trial, charm 
his ears with the following narratiye: 


The Prince who devoted his Head for the Raja's 
Daughter, 


4 17 
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A $. the ſon of a certain Raja was worſhip- 
ping in an Indian batchaunch®, he there be · 
held the daughter of another Raja; the 
beauties of whoſe face ſo diſtracted, his heart, 
and the ſymbol wreaths of whoſe ſcorpion 
locks fo ſhackled his underſtanding, that he 
inſtantly. made the following i imprudent vow: 
If this beautiful virgin will conſent to be- 
come my wife, I will ſacrifice myſelf before 
this image, and with my own right hand 
will. ma ſeparate this head and ſhoul- 
ders, 


6550 
| To ſacrifice ourſelves is an inconſiderable 
action for the amorous; and to part with 
the head and life is a "IS my for 
M Nee n lovers. 90 


1 5 11 121 1 
1 [Nis with- 1 [bead i in the path 
of aſfection; cheap and ea will be the fake 


of 4 77 


to thoſe who are full f dere. — IF there: are 


any ſteps in the ladder of inclination, the fnſt is 
to forfeit your head. 
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| The Raja, to place this predominant ſtar 


in "the: conſtellation of his ſon's attraction, 


from the flower of nobility ſelected an elo- 
quent envoy, who, with a numerous and 


ſplendid train, after a long and perilous 


journey, during which the water - lily of the 
ſphere had meaſured her annual tour, arrived 
at the imperial city, where the Sire of the 
Princeſs ſwayed the ſceptre of empire,— 
The reception · of the ambaſſador was ſuitable 
to the dignity of both parties, and the fingers 
of his > png n wh the un 45 ac- 
quieſcence. ] 
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The letteted i ages were convened, and the 
Auſpibious hour appointed, in-which, accord- 
ing to religion and law, theſe tw diamonds 

were ſtrung together. The princeſs was 

then ſent to her betrothed huſband, and both 
kiogdoms teſtified their fatisfaction by pub- 
„lic rejoieings. Thus the paſſionate Prince 
was bleſſed vvith the ſſtiety of the beloved 
ohject, and the petitioner obtained the ſummit 

of deſire. a Mer u \Q 


Alfter ſome conſiderable time had-elapſed, 
athe Princeſs, upon receiving an invitation 
rom her mother, commenced! her; journey, 
accompanied by her Royal / Conſort, and the 
Nezam. No ſooner did the Prince's litter 
approach the pagoda, where he firſt ſaw the 
Princeſs, but recollecting his vow, he ſaid, 
Inſincerity is the characteriſtioof hypocrites, 
and to fall from the tree of promiſe is the 
armorial bearing of the wicked. Fortified 
by theſe- reflections, he entered the bat- 
chauneh, and with the ſeimiter of reſolution 
ſevered“ his head from his ſhoulders before 
» Marvellous and romantic as this may ſeem, 'tis no more than 


what has been actually performed, as we learn from Ta- 
vernier, and other reſpectable authors. 
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the image to which he had devoted it.— 
The Nezam coming in immediately after, 
and ſeeing him in this ſituation, ſaid, the 
lofty Mirabolan of hope is fallen, and the live- 
coal of expectation is extinguiſhed! Since my 
prince is departed, what pleaſure can I find 
in exiſtence! How ſhall I rein the jaws of 
the refractory ! or, with the ſeal of tacitur⸗ 
nity, impreſs the lips of the malevolent, and 
loquacious. If I imitate not my maſter's 
example, it will be ſuſpected, that the beauty 
of the Princeſs has kindled the unhallowed 
torch in my rebellious boſom, and prompted 
me to imbrue the ſword of diſloyalty in the 
generous blood of my Prince. 


As ſoon. as he had diſpatched himſelf, 
the Princeſs entered, and ſeeing them both 
dead, her reaſon was at its extreme boun- 
dary, and darkneſs ſo terminated the Horizon 
of her conjectures, that ſhe inſtantly com- 
municated to the Bramin of the Pagoda, her 
intention of burning herſelf with the body 
of her huſband. 


0 No 
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No ſooner had ſhe come to this deter- 
mination, but a voice was heard, which cried 
aloud from the ſurrounding air—Place, O 
woman, with faith and reſolution, the heads 
on the necks of the ſlain, and expect, with 
reſignation, the reward of juſtice, and obedi- 


ence. F 
EI 


The Princeſs was ſo overjoyed. at the ſound: 
of ſuch agreeable, and unexpected news, that 


ſhe let fall, from her palm, the battle- axe 


of circumſpection, and applied her huſband's: 
head to the neck of his companion, and the 
Nezam's head to the body of her conſort.— 
At this application, both inſtantly revived, 
and ſtood up, to thank their deliverer; 
but a fingular controverſy commenced, 
which ever after continued between the 


heads and the bodies. 


One head began to think, this is my af- 
fectionate, and amiable wife; while the heart 
whiſpered, tis my Prince's royal conſort, and 
my honorable patroneſs. — The other bowed: 
to the Princeſs as to the ſublime favorite of 
his royal friend; while the breaſt ſuggeſted, 

'tis 


60. 


1990) 


"tis the Paragon of excellence, for whom I * ; 
forfeited my life, | ha... 


When the ingenious orator had ſpun the 
thread of his narrative to this extent, he ex- 
claimed, exalted benefactreſs! if it is your 
wiſh to obtain a ſpecimen of your admirer's 
wiſdom and knowledge, engrave this tale on 
the table of his mind, and demand, whether 
this worthy young Princeſs ſhould paſs her 
life with the body of the Nezam and the head 
of her huſband ? Or with the body of the 
Prince and the head of the Nezam? The lady 
replied, O Fow!l of invention, before I ſollicit 
a ſolution of thoſe ænigmas, untie the knots 
which ſo powerfully faſten thoſe precious 
ſtones together, and explain the myſteries of 
both. | 


The ſecretary anſwered, Zohara, the mer- 
chant's daughter, married the archer, who 
courageouſly aſcended in the flying chariot, 
to the lofty battlements of the caſtle : for 
the other two only gave a proof of their 
{kill ; but he placed himſelf in the poſt 
of danger, and ran the riſk of his life. 

| O 2 In 
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In the ſecond tale, the Princeſs paſſed the 
' reſidue of her days with the head of the 
Prince on the body of the Nezam ; for, as 
the head plans for the advantage of the body, 
it may be denominated the palace of reaſon, 
The ſages, therefore, ſtile the brain, the 
monaſtery, or cell of the ſenſes ; ; and the 
head, the chief poſt of honor, or governor 


of the body. — They alſo compare the head 


and body to a charioteer and chariot; becauſe, 
as the chariot is directed and ruled by the 
driver, ſo the head exerciſes dominion over 
the body, and impels, or reſtrains it, in all 
its operations. 


While the fayorite prattler v was thus buſily 
occupied in pouring out the honey of in- 
ſtruction, his miſtreſs was as buſy in medi- 
tating a ſpeedy elopement ; but the golden 
eagle of the ſphere had prepared for her 
diurnal flight; the princeſs of the morning 
diſplayed her radiant face; the noiſe of the 
city rapidly increaſed ; and the ſorrowful 
incontinent involuntarily checked the ſteed 
of precipitation \ with the bridle of prudence, 


The 
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The Folly of unnatural Reſolutions, exemplified 
by the Hiſtory of the Fughfoor of Cheen, 
and the Empreſs of RoumTf, 


Wurd the roman Empreſs of day, to 


enjoy the refreſhing breezes, had fled to her 


heſperian villa; and the Shah zenkbur of the 
night had forſaken the muſnudy of power, 
toenlighten the plains of Hindoſtaun, Khejeſte, 
overwhelmed with the waves of diſappoint- 


ment, and punctured on every fide by the 


thiſtle of reflection, coming forth from behind 
the curtain of confinement, thus addreſſed the 
fowl of intrigue, 


Sagacious and benevolent companion, 
who, to mitigate my ſorrow, haſt a tear, 


and, to ſatisfy my curioſity, a tale; 'tis reported 


of a certain ſultan, that, as he rolled ſleepleſs 
h on 


+ Roum——Rome, & Muſnud— Throne. 
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on the ſofa of care, he ſent for an ingenious 
narrator of nocturnal romances, of whom he 
made the following enquiries: what con- 
nexion is there between death and ſleep ? 
The ſage replied, ſleep is a foregoing pledge 
of death, which daily reminds us of mortality; 
and death is the iron boundary of ſleep the 
goal we all attain—and the ſhore from 
whence none return. —He then aſked, what 
reſemblance there was between love and 
death; and was anſwered, love is a ſweet, 
bitter, faſcinating anguiſn of the mind, which 
we anticipate with pleaſure ; and death 
(though its only cure) we reflect on with 
difguſt and horror. Now 'tis this honorary 
ſweet, bitter, faſcinating paſſion which aſſails 
my heart; and this is the poiſoned egg which, 
with the operating knife, I am determined 
to cut from my breaſt ; to endure no longer 
the thoughts of a lover, but to return to 


the path of duty. 


Let not the ſhrub of ſenſuality overtop the 
tree of patience: for words without actions are 
Van. 


The 
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The parrot faid, promiſes without per- 

formances are like blofſoms without fruit; 
for wide is the interval between love and 
patience. — Can the diſtracted lover find a 
paſſage to the ſhore of tranquillity ? Can life 
be counterfeited by death? Can fire be 
extinguiſhed by ſtubble ? Can the petition- 
er reſt contented without the thing petition- 
ed for? Or, can paſſion be kept alive with- 
out the company of the beloved ?——If a 
woman could poſſibly have remained without 
a huſband, aſſuredly it had been the Empreſs 
of Roum, who, though ſhe for many years 
preferred the happineſs of a ſingle life, at laſt 
broke the ſhackles of an unnatural reſolution, 
and paid her addreſſes to the Fughfoor of 
Cheen. 


Khejeſte, wiſhing to be acquainted with 
the particulars of that ſingular hiſtory, was 
thus anſwered by her loquacious aſſociate. 


1n the mighty empire of Cheen there once- 
flouriſhed . an- illuſtrious Fughfoor, whoſe 
grand vizir was the flower of wiſdom 
ſtandard of eloquence—boundary of inge - 


nuity— 
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nuity and tent-pole of ſufficiency. One 
day, as this monarch was afleep (in order to 
expedite ſome affairs of ſtate, which required 
the imperial ſeal) the vizir came and awoke 
him. The enraged Fughfoor, opening his 
eyes, unſheathed the ſcimiter of vengeance, 
and perſued the aſtoniſhed miniſter, who 
precipitately fled before him, and with the 
utmoſt difficulty eſcaped. 


His maſter, at this double diſappointment, 
permitted the Sirdar of diſtraction to take 
poſſeſſion of the palace of reaſon, and caſting 
from his palm the reins of prudence, he, 
with the expanded hand of violence, rent 
the collar of patience: lacerated the robes of 
royalty, ſmote one hand againſt the other, 
laid the foundation ſtone of reprehenſion, 
and, in the bitterneſs of his ſpirit, elevated 
the voice of complaint, 


The grandees and pillars of ſtate, the mag- 
nificent omrahs of royalty, Pirs of illuſtrious 
origin, and perſpicuous officers of dominion 
aſſembled; and proſtrating the forchead of 


obedience on the duſt of affliction, aſked the 
cauſe 
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dian nap, rocked in the cradle of ſomnolence, 


the ſportive genius of fancy exhibited on the 
fertile plains of my imagination, a woman 
of form ſo divinely fair, that the two celeſtial 
luminaries bluſhed at her refulgent preferice, 
and the fixed ſtars ſafpended their ſeintil- 
lation.— One moment ſhe looked: at me, at 
the next I fixed my eyes on her; the then 
imprinted a reſpectful kiſs on my hand, and 
when I bowed my head at her feet, and 
began to ſupplicate her to bind the noſegay - 
of our inelinations with the pearl- ſtring of 
union, I was, at that moment of delight, 
awaked by my accurſed vizir, and robbed of 
a contemplation never to be forgotten; the 
loſs of which cannot be com penſated by the 
wealth Wee . 


The Fugbhfobr/ for 4 WF? war 25. 
after this adventure, gnawed the finger of 
forrow and being conſumed, with a hopeleſs 
flame, retained fo ſtrong a recollection of 
his dream, the particulars of which he con- 
tinually related, that the virir, who was a 

P | 0 moſt 
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moſt ingenious painter, from theſe repeated 
-deſcriptions, executed an exact likeneſs of 
the fair apparition ; and having obtained a 
*kaghylſhdar's* patent, bound up the loins of 
reſolution, and mingled with the ſons of the 
road. In every city through which he paſſ- 
cd; and every monaſtery and caravanſera at 
which he halted, and to 'every traveller he 
met, he related the monarch's dream, and 
exhibited the fatal portrait, without obtaih- 
ng the leaſt Wes ei 55 4 f 
1.44 E211 * Yar! : 
| —Afeer- a orig and Hruitleſs PR Ph con- 
"cluding that he ſought for what exiſted, only 
in imagination, he determined to return, and 
acquit himſelf of his ow e e his maſter, 
* ent ene, tgp head. A nοννẽ] 
As * came Mithin ent a unde . 
of the capital, he chanced to reſt one even- 
ing at à certain convent, where he deſcribed 
the alen of his j ; nam en ſol- 
11 atx $5 bit vdewed 
S958: agi c bone iet 
* This patent obiges the. diffrent ditrita, citjer, be 


- | through, which reh paſſes, io We with 
what he wants. 4 
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licited aſſiſtance. - One of the fakeers, at the 
fight of the picture, exclaimed, I am well 
acquainted with the features of this angelic 
face! This portrait is an humble imitation 
of the Empreſs of Roum, who is at this 
moment the vernal mirabolan of beauty 
the ſun of elegance — the blooming roſe of 
juvenility - the flowery cream of benevolence 
—and whoſe equal in wealth and territory 
no period has been capable of producing. 
But the divine perfections of this imperial 
Phenix are blackened by one cruel reſolu- 
tion, for the company of mankind ſhe avoids, 


and treats the name * huſband with = 
utmoſt be 7 


The vizir then * 195 reaſon of her 
averſion to marriage: and the fakeer, un- 
locking the cabinet of eloquence, with the 
ſelect flowers of nnn _ gratified 
the ear of attention, 


| As 00 Binge was one day ſitting in a 
ſummer-houſe, erected on an elevated ſpot, 
which commanded a moſt extenſive proſpect, 
ſhe ſaw, on the top of one of the trees in the 

P 2 garden, 
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garden, below her, a pea-hen fitting, ' The 
thick dry graſs, through the extreme heat 
of the ſeaſon, happening at that) inſtant to 
kindle; the fire was, by the wind; ſpread: to 

the royal gardens, and began to affail, with 
the utmoſt vehemence, the tree on which 
the bird was fitting, The Empreſs at the 
ſame time obſerved, with the utmoſt con- 
gern, that the peacock, who ſat near the hen, 
afforded her not the leaſt aſſiſtance, either to 
extinguiſh the fire, or to extricate his mate 
from death; but extending the pinions of 
celerity, mounted the breeze of hope, and 
flew* to a place of ſafety ; while the hen, 
throygh a ſuperfluity of compaſſion, remain- 
ed, and was burat t9 aſhes, together with 
1 palace of eggs. | 


| Wen ſhe en the OY jnſen®ibilic 
of the peacock, the exclaimed, the behavior 
of this ungrateful bird is an image of the in- 
ſincerity and inhumanity of mankind: toeſcape 
- whaſe injuſtice and cruelty, I enter into 3 
ſolemn treaty with myſelf, never to be ſub- 
ſervient to the Will of a man, nor to — 
| with pears, che * of a huſband, 


Y Flew—Lijeraly devoured flight. 
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Ever ſince this period ſhe has faithfully 
kept ber promiſe, and enjoyed the ſunſhine 
of fortune without the Wa or ee 
of a Pardaer, * 1 0 
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Nablbſbebi, to erg the tongues of the cen- 
forious, have a tear ready to burſt forth at the 
recital of anather man's grief. Whoever has the 
feeds of virtue. and honor implanted in bis breaſt, 
will drop maid on abs Fee 1 bie 
n, 


: The Viale, * engraving this tale on the 
table of memory, perſued his journey, and 
in a ſhort time arrived at the Fughfoor's pa- 
lace; and, entering the hall of audience, fell 
proſtrate on the imperial carpet, crying, 
what heinous crime have I committed, that 
I have ſo long been . baniſhed from this 
tribunal, and thrown from the contemplation 
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of my lord and maſter; to the heart - felt 

ſatisfaction of my foes, and the aſtoniſhment 
of all my friends | To elucidate the King's 

dream, I obtained a khagyſdar's patent, 
fat my face towards a perilous journey, and 
mingled with the ſons of the road. 


To 


(n 
To every traveller I met, I related my rea- 
ſon for travelling, and held forth the armorial 
bearing of the fair apparition; by which in- 
defatigable induſtry I have, at laſt, diſcovered, 
that this fair ſweetmeat is no other than the 


imperial Homai®, who decorates the muſnud 
of Roum. 


The Faghfoor was nn to ſee his 
Vizir, and expreſſed every demonſtration of 
ſatisfaction at the diſcovery of ſo much good 
news, and ſaid, this day it is expedient, that 
an ambaſſador of exalted dignity,” whoſe 
tongue drops the dew of perſwaſion, be dif- 
"miſſed from the ſunſhine of our illuſtrious 
preſence, to demand the ergy aq in mar- 
ken: od OY” oo _ 
The Viaie anſwered, be it Mbh the 
enlightened mind, that the ſociety of man- 
kind ſhe abhors, and execrates the very name 
of a huſband. Similar propoſals have been 

made by the moſt powerful ſtates and em- 
| f A. 4B nino pires; 
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» Homai-Bird of Paradiſe—alſo the name of a Queen. 


Can y 
pites ; but their petitions. have been treated 


with ſcorn, and their ambaſſadors diſmiſſed 
with unpropitious eme. | 


1 u the King's command; related 
all he had heard. from the ſeller“ of ſmall 
ſhells, without omitting a ſingle particular of 
the pea-hen'smaternal tenderneſs, or peacock's 

inſenſibility, which plunged the  Fughfoor 
into ſuch an ocean of ſorrow, that his reaſon 
was at the end of its line; and he ſupplicated 
his enlightend miniſter to preſide at the helm 
of affairs. The Vizir chearfully undertaking 
the charge, faid, to execute your ſublime 
commands, and elevate you to the ſummit of 
deſire, I will immediately haſten to Roum : 
and, with all the ſkill which 1 poſſeſs, will 
prepare ſuch a portrait of your Majeſty, that 
as you were enamoured of her apparition in 
a dream, ſhe may loſe her heart, awake, at 
the contemplation of your picture, and, 
breaking through the rules of ed offer 
you her throne mg 959/90: * | 


nA 
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tion, the Vizir immediately left the court, 


„The Fakeer. 
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| And in about three months after 'atrived dt 
| Roum, where he ſo diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
the works of his '*penei}, that the rumor of 
his ingenuity ſoon reached the ears of the 
Einpreſs, who comtnanded him to come to 
her palace, and there; for her atnuſement, 
to exhibit a ſpecimen of the excellence of his 
kl; and, chat his gemus might not be con- 
fined, the permitted him to paint whatever 
figures he pleaſed, and to embelliſh them 
ener r er fanicy whe ſoggeſt: 

hs acgdit Himel of this A porüänt eds 
tniffion, he inſtantly repaired to the palace, 
where he ſoon after completed a picture, 
on the top of which was repteſented the 
Fughfoor-of Cheen walking on the top of his 
palace; below it. were a buck and two fawns, 
and, at a ſmall diſtance, was a doe, fiying to- 
wurd an adjacent village. Re 


| When the Empreſs av de e ine, "the 
exclaimed, whoſe "portrait is this? What 
animals are theſe? And what palace do I 
"beh614? The Vizir replied, this is a faint 


reſem planer of „ Chen, and 
this 


NY 
* 
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this is his imperial reſidence.— As this 
Monarch was one day fitting on an eminence, 
he ſaw, at ſome diſtance below him, a buck 
with two young fawns ; and was, at the ſame 
time, ſurprized at the deſcent of an inunda- 
tion, which came near the ſpot where they 
were ſitting: At the approach of it, the doe, 
void of compaſſion, tendered not the leaſt 
aſſiſtance to her mate or fawns : but inſtantly 
fled, and caſt not a look behind her, till ſhe 
was out of danger, and this is a repreſent- 

ation of the flying doe. The buck, on the 
contrary, through an exceſs of affection, 
courageouſly remained, and was drowned, 
together with the fawns ; and theſe are the 
dead animals. : : $3 


Ever ſince, O Queen of exalted dignity | 
that the Fughfoor beheld this accident, and 
contemplated. the mercileſs inſenſibility of 
the doe, he has uniformly perſevered in treat- 
ing all the daughters of Eve with a cold and 
mortifying contempt, and in execrating the 
name of a wife ! WO 


a. To 


4 
as. 
„ 


conduct of a peacock, we tore mankind from 


N 
To recommend his own example to his 


numerous ſubjects, he has, with the moſt in- 
| defatigable induſtry, compoſed a volutne of 


tales, on the cruelty and inſincerity of wo- 
men, denominated, Al Saad Waz Begeiret“. 


Nahkſhebi, catch the fire of emulation from 


tbe hiftory of another. A ſearcher after mubrel| 


has ſometimes found a diamond. The mortal, 
whoſe ſoul is irradiated with a ſpark of ra- 


 tionality, will, from another perſon's ftuation, 


recollect their 0WN. 


When the Empreſs had heard this account, 
and minutely conſidered the particulars of the 
Fughfoor's hiſtory, ſhe ſaid, O artiſt of the 
deſcriptive pencil! the affairs of this Mon- 
arch perfe&ly correſpond with our own, and 


every circumſtance of his tale enables us to 
recall what happened to ourfelves. 


From a contemplation of the tmnatural 


the 


„Al Saad, &c,—The preachers of happineſs without jealouſy. 


| Muhre—May ſignify pearl, or ſmall Shells. 
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the internal part of our breaſt; and he, from 
a ſight of the mercileſs behavior of a doe, 
impreſſed women with the ſeal of contempt, 
and execrated the ſacred ties of marriage 
Thus the breeze of accident has prompted 
both to make raſh and unnatural vows, 
equally injurious to ourſelves and ſubjects. 


As ſoon: as the reſplendent Sultan of the 
ſphere repoſed on the ſofa of his abyſſinian 
bride, the Empreſs retired to her lonely 
couch, and reflecting, that improper reſo- 
lutions were better broken than kept, ſent, 
the next day, an ambaſſador to Cheen, to 
preſent the odor of her muſky addreſſes to 
the Fughfoor. The petition of ſupplicating 
beauty gained admiſſion to the auditory 
of Majeſty, and the preliminaries of their 
union were ratified by the ſeal of both em- 


Pires. 


The joy and ſatisfaction of their ſubjects 
were manifeſted by public rejoicing ; neither 
the rhubub, barbut, or tuneful nei were 
ſilent. — The  nimble-footed Wr 5 8 of 
Qz2 feſtivity 


(us 


&efivity tripped reſponſive cadence, and the 
Fo nius of nuptials was prefident of the aſſem⸗ 


' Nablbebi, the "worthy are united. 'The | 
urn arrives at the head of its own ſpring —Tf 
you ſympathize with anothers afflitions, the 


(ihe portion of ſympathy will be returned, 


When the parrot got thus far, after clawing 
his poll, he cried, indulgent patroneſs!' you talk 
of tearing love from your boſom, of cloath- 
ing yourſelf with the robe of patience, and 
walking in the path of tranquillity, If ever 
Aa daughter of Eve had been able to keep 
ſuch a reſolution, the Empreſs of Roum had 
been the woman, who, for ſo many years, 


deteſted all mankind ; yet, at laſt, broke the 


bands of her determination, ſupplicated the 
ſociety of a partner, and voluntarily caſt 


a her! ſelf into the nooſe of marriage. —Do 


you alſo ariſe, pluck the fruit of opportunity, 


and haſten to the tent of your Prince. 


Khejeſte wiſhed to do ſo, but the re- 
fulgeat Empreſs of Roum (after bathing in 
the 


(r 
the hefperian deep) inftantly communicated 
her intention to the 'kingdoms of the eaſt ; 
her envoy found admiſſion to the audience 
of the Fughfoor of day ; the radiant Queen 


of the morning threw aſide her veil, and diſ- 


played the beauties of her angelic face, while 
the diſappointed Khejeſte, &c. c. 


f 


THE 


HISTORY OP MUSIC. 


W HEN the imperial ſelf-renewing 
phœnix had ſunk into her Egyptian porch, 
and the harmonious bird of auſpicious omen 
had forſaken her mauritanian perch to viſit 
the plains of Hind: Khejeſte came forth, 
trailing the ſkirts of her beſpangled robe, 
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like a gaudy peacock ; and under pretence of 


ſolliciting permiſſion to depart, thus removed 
the ſeal of filence. 


- Sultan of the feathered race | prodigy: of 
the whole creation l the ſages ſay, that muſic 
and wine (two things held in very high 
eſtimation) are the chief incentives to love. 
I am, O fowl of entertainment, intoxicated* 
with wine untaſted, and faſcinated with 
muſic unheard. Cool the inebriating liquor 
of love with the waters of the fountain of 
eloquence; ſtrengthen the rampart of friend- 
ſhip; and, with the ſelect flowers of rhetoric, 
exhibit on the carpet of attention, the inven- 
tion, improvement, and utmoſt perfection of 
muſic, 


The enucleator of the kernel of myſtery 
anſwered, amiable patroneſs ! the tongs, 
which conſtitute that harmony denominated 
muſic, are as innumerable as thoſe produced 

a. by 


. Intoxicated—The ſenſe of which is, that her imaginatipn 
was intoxicated by anticipating the entertainment which 
ſhe hoped to partake of in the Prince's tent, 


119) 


by the claſhing of the waves, when impelled 
by adverſe winds; and as the extent and 
profundity of the ocean are unknown, ſo no 
man can ever fix any eſtabliſhed boundary 
of perfection in muſic ; but whatever in- 
formation I have received from the con- 
verſation of ſagacious birds, I will commu 
nicate to your enlightened auditory. 


 Khejeſte replied, with a ſmile, what a pre- 
poſterous tale are you commencing ! Are 
any irrational creatures, except the parrot 


and ſharyie, endued with the gift of ſpeech ? 


How Wanne are dhe prejudices of edi 
cation! rejoined the fowl of inſtruction. 
How many have foundered in the gulph of 
ignorance, by embracing popular errors 
Attend to the muſic of the ſpheres, or that of 
the ſwelling ſurges of the ſea ; converſe with 
{ſkilful navigators, who have traverſed the 
fathomleſs abyſs ; revolve the hiſtoric page, 
or liſten to the notes of birds: and you will 
ſoon diſcover, that, not only the irrational, 
but even the inanimate parts of the creation 
are inflamed with a love of that Being who 
fills 


fille and comprehends the whole. All have 


(1360) 


a ſound; geſtute, or mode of communication, 
ſufficient to expreſs their wants, and to cele- 
brate the praiſe of Omnipotence, 


- Nahkſhebi, every thing that is, acknowledges 
the bleſſing of exiſtence, Shall not thou, by a 
femilar acknuwledgment, be happy | If thou 
payeſt due attention to ſounds, thou ſhalt hear 
tbe praiſe of the Creator celebrated id the whole 
. | | 9 62 121 


tene i. er and evident, continued the 
prattling ſecretary, from the crackling of 
fire; but perhaps you have never heard of the 
proverbs of the accompliſhed Sultan Suliman®, 
and his converſation with the whole tribe of 
4rrationals, from the elephant to the ant, has 
never gained admiſſion to your audience.— 


I the ſayings of the affectionate dog, and 


the companions of the cave, together with 


their long impriſonment and death, have not 
been honored with the ſeal of your credence, 
the hiſtory of Jonas, with the tales of Prince 
Daoud, and the venerable Sheic, evidently 


demonſtrate, that every brute has a neceſ- 


Solomon, called Suliman by the Orientals, 


0 ( 121 * | 
lary portion of inſtinctiue ſagacityto teach it to 


avoid it's enemy, provide for the neceſſities of 
it's animal nature, and glorify the Almighty 


en, to whom it is een for a being. 


Khejeſe then ſaid, ſince you are acquaint- 
ed with the language of other birds, as well 
as your own, continue further to ——_—_ the 
hier af muſic. 92 bai 5 


The fowl of explanation rej oined, ſome 
attribute the diſcovery to the ſounds made 
by a large ſtone againſt the frame of the 
oil- preſs; and others, to the noiſe of meat 
while roaſting; but the ſages of Hind are 


of opinion, that it originated n fol- 
lowing accident. > 


As a learned Bramin was travelling to the 
court af an illuſtripus Raja, he reſted, about 
the middle of the day, under the ſhade of a 
mulberry- tree, on the top of which he; be- 
held a miſchievous monkey, climbing from 
bough to bough: till, by a ſudden flip; he fell 
upon a ſharp pointed ſhoot, which inſtantly 


muppet up his belly, 15 left his entrails ſuſ- 
pended 


— ee # — che * 
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pended in the tree, while the unlucky ani- 
mal fell, breathleſs, on the duſt of death. 


inks * after as ide Bramih was re- 
turning, he accidentally fat down in the ſame 
place, and, recollecting the circumſtance, 
looked up, and ſaw that the guts were dried, 
and yielded a harmonious ſound, every time 
that the wind gently impelled them againſt 
the branches. 


Charmed at the ſingularity of the adven- 
ture; he took them down, and, after binding 


them to the two ends of his walking-ſtick : 
touched them with a'ſmall twig, by which 
he diſcovered that the ſound was much im- 


proved. 


When he got home, he faſtened the ſtaff 
and by the addition of a bow, ſtrung with a 


part of his own RETRO it to a com- 
Nen inſtrument. | 


In ſbosbadlag d Na the ſcience received 
ne improvements. After the ad- 
* dition 
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dition of a bridge, finer tones were extracted; 
and the different ſtudents, perſuing the bent 
of their inclinations, formed inſtruments of 
various forms, according to their reſpective 
fancies: and to this whimſical accident we 
are indebted for the invention of the tune- 
ful nei, and heart-exhilirating rhubub, and, 
in ſhort, all other inſtruments of wind or 
firing. ets 


| Others, nevertheleſs, 1 — Iblis* 
is the principal operator in this buſineſs, and 
ſupreme ſelector of tones; that when he 
puts on his boots he laughs; being aſked 
why, he replies, at the people, who are de- 
lighted with this fooliſh noiſe. 1, 


We are informed by others, that there is a 


cage in a remote diſtrict of Hind, within 


which is confined a bird, about the ſize of 
a gooſe, in the broad bill of which there are 
ſeven holes: and that out of each of theſe 
orifices (at the return of every ſpring) iſſue 

N 2 ſeventy 


* Some part of this ſentence I have not tranſlated, on account 


of its indelicacy, 
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ſeventy thouſand different ſounds; the beſt 
of Which muſicians have choſen; and, by 


flicir | ingenlous een opere to 
rate ora hin 10 


* * 


Some others (indem, that the motions ” r the 
planets, and perambulations of the conſtel- 
litions, gave birth to harmony. That when 
the ſages contemplated the heavenly hoſt, 
circumyolving the polar ſtar, like chirping 
chickens round 4 brooding hen, they involun- 
tirily accompanied the muſic of the ſpheres, 
with words deſeriptive of the pleaſure and 
admiration they felt; and further expreſſed 
their ſatisfaction, by certain geſticulations - of 
bod y, which human language was incapable 


of das, 


# 


As theſe Wehe. were diſplayed, not 
boy a finglt nation or people, but to all che 
Progeny of Adam, the ſcience was admired, 
and univerfilly practiſed; and received dif- 
ferent additions, according to the genius of 
nfcal ſtudents in different countries. 


Hence 


? Singing and dancing. 
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Hence aroſe the diſtinckione of the 
Sine modes of Perſian muſic, named 
Yſpahan, Hyjaz and Yrak, which ate pro- 

duced by twelve tones“ or keys, named Aſl, 
each of which, as the ſages affirm, contains 
a myſtical, as well as.a muſical pripariys h 
41% L WE 

Thus, dalle patroneſs, have! 2cquainted 
you with the origin and progreſs of muſic; 
for the further illuſtration of its properties, 
haſten to your royal admirer, and if he anſwers 
with propriety and clearneſs, you may con- 
clude him to be a gem of ſagacity, and a 
jewel worthy of your ſublime attention. 
But if, O Khejeſte, he ſhould aſk your opinion 
of the ſeventh property, and myſtic-ſenſe of 
this ads Rm of your anſwer. 


The lady as what 3 or di 
advantage can you poſſibly anticipate from 
miy taciturnity or loquacity on a a to 
which I am an utter ſtange r 


.- Becauſe, 


FOETOW 1.4337 


* Tone—The mintſeript is, in this and the two following 
18 pages, very imperſect. 


t Aſl—Root, ſource, or foundation. 
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chearſul without levity, grave without auſte- 


(- 1086+) 
/ Becauſe, rejoined the fowl of inſtruction, 
the ſeventh property is ſeven-fold, and ſets 
forth the ſeven requiſites of a perfect wo- 


The firſt teaches, that ſhe ought not to be 
ae merry. 


The ſecond, that he ought not to be al- 
ways ſorry. 


The third, that ſhe ought not to be an 
— 


fi The fourth; that the ought. not * be ary 
thinking, | 


The ſth, that the is not to be continually 
nen | 9 ELI 


The arch, thr th is no 0 bepeeetalh 


unadorned. 


The ſeventh, that the is a perfect woman, 


who at all times poſſeſſes herſelf; can bo 


rity, 


( 17 ) 
rity, knows when to elevate the tongue of 
perſuaſion, and when to impreſs her lips 
with the ſignet of ſilence; never converts 
trifling ceremonies into intolerable burthens; 
always dreſſes becoming her rank and age; 
is modeſt without prudery, religious without 
an alloy of ſuperſtition; can hear the one 
ſex praiſed without envy, and converſe with 
the other, without permitting the torch of 
inconſtancy to kindle the unhallowed fire 
in her breaſt ; conſiders her huſband as the 
moſt accompliſhed of mortals, and thinks all 
the ſons of Adam beſide, unworthy of a 


tranſient glance from the corner of her half- 
ſhut eyes. 


When the parrot had thus far proceeded 
in his narrative, Khejeſte, though punctured 
with the thorn of irritation, and corroded by 
the worm of remorſe, determined inſtantly 
to viſit the tent of her prince, and put his 
{kill of the ſcience of muſic to the teſt of 
experiment ; but the. ſable monarch, with 
his ſooty band, had retired to his mauritanian 
camp; the muſicians of the ſphere had com- 
menced their matineal concert, to welcome 


in 
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in the prince of light; the golden bird 
of paradiſe had forſaken her ſpicy, neſt, and, 
ſeated on her oriental perch, joined the uni- 
verſal chorus; the queen of reſplendent aſ- 
pect had thrown aſide her ample veil; and 
Khejeſte, once more, retired to conceal her- 
ſelf behind the veil of NO TA 
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The Conſpiracy of the Red- Headed - Indian 
Sparrow, the Bird Nereznuk*, the Bee, 
and Frog, againſt rhe Elephant, 


Wy EN «the golden-winged world en- 
lightening eagle had retired to her ocoidental 
neſt, and the ſtrong fllver-pinioned falcon 
had forſaken her heſperian eminence, and 
reſted on her oriental acry : Khejeſte,' in the 
utmoſt perplexity, and violent agitation, thus 

addreſſed 
* Dereznuk—Long-bill, probably the Toucan. 
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addreſſed the bird of advice. Green ar- 
rayed Prince of incerity ! profound ſeal of 
my confidence | ſolitary participator of tr 
Woes! repolitory of my ſecret wiſhes! TI 
narrow aſſes of the world have been ex- 
plored by thine enlightened eye, and all the 
wiſdom- of mortals 1 is confined within the cir- 
cumference of thy. cage: onte more pour 
the balm of friendſhip into the wounds of 
love ; and, with the operating inſtrument, 
extract the manifold thorns which lacerate 
my bleeding heart; ſo ſhall my diſperied ima- 
ation be recalled; my afflicted ſoul re- 
ceive oonſolation; and 1 ſhall be enabled to 
5 my miſplaced” affection, before the 
xorable angel of death ſhall ſeparate the 
cord of my exiſtence. Sea Gouda 


* 


The parrot ſaid, amiable + lady 1 ety 
in the walls of this manſion, is ſo injured by 
the wounds of ſeparation as your humble 
fave? who ſo tormented by the hooks of 
diſappointment, ' or overwhelmed by the 
wrde of deſpair? How many times ha ve 
ye concluded, from a thouſand analogous 


teleqiblances, that one foul animates our 
8 8 frames; 


(7 zo 7 | 

frames; ; yet, in in ſpite of our moſt induſtrious 
efforts, our affairs are by no means progreſ- 
five; and the arrow of inclination has not 
yet attained the mark of deſign. —Like the 
red-headed ſparrow, and her auxiliaries, 
who, though as induſtrious as ourſelves, and 
as unanimous in their operations againſt the 
elephant, for a while found freſh difficulties 
to retard the Nel of their endeavours. 2 


Lad . 4 


” 
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| | Khejeſte, 2 a p of being 4e. 
quainted with the particulars of that hiſtory Ty, 
the green mantled orator replied, the  gleanefs 
'of the garden, of - genius have, upon the au- 
| thority of venerable hiſtorians, tranſmitted 
to the lovers of the marvellous, t he follow- 
ing inſtructive narrative. 
In a remote 2 of "Hindoltaun g grew 
a certain odoriferous tree, near the margin « of 
'a flowing ſtream ; the umbrageous top ,« 
which, ſecured thols who reſted, under it 
from the ſcorching ſun and deſcending rain. 
In one of the lender branches, a puny "red- 
headed Indian ſparrow had fabricated a "neſt, 
and depoſited her ſpeckled eggs, which, to 
prevent 


* 


prevent the hot wind of deſtruction from 
aſſailing, ſhe refocillated, with inſtinctive 


incubation, and washed in a maternal ö 
N U RY OT Ol 


One day an elephant, of mountain bulk, 
accidentally arrived at the foot of the tree, 
and began to ſcratch his brawny ſides againſt 
the trunk of it: by which violent moleſtation 
of the rhjnoceros thrower, the palace of eggs 
fell down, and were broken on the duſt of 
ruin. The diſconſolate red-headed ſparrow, 
loſing all hopes of that progeny, , which ſhe 
once anticipated with, ſo much pleaſure, 
abandoned herſelf to deſpair, tumbling from 
bough, to bough, and ring from ſpray to 
ſpray, | 


M bat ſhall the gnat | ſay to tbe elephant; 
or what. ſhall the hare ſay ta. the lion ! 


Nabkſhebi,, ruin is 4 moſt powerful enemy— 
What cannot an intrepid hero perform! The 
Creator diligentiy ſurveys. all the Works of cre- 
ation, and ſecures the weak from the cruelty of 
the GP oppreſſor. 

82 The 


( 132 ) 
"The little red-Headed ſpärtow, abimattd. 


C* 5% 


by theſe reflection, faid, the ſtrength of an 
oppreſſive enemy has often been vanquiſſied 
by teliſmic ſpells; and the veil of a mighty 


opponent rent t by the power of machina- 
1 


The nid hat a lover, named Derez- 
titik, ro whom ſhe iniſtantly beat the wings of 
enquiry, and her tale, replete with ſorrow; 
With every ctrcutriſtance” of the eleptiartt's 
Eruelty, engtaved on his ſympatlietit heart; 
tying, ſome artfül rerps od deviſe; to 


4 „ «© 9 


be ae Ky the wine of deſire, 


a Long- Beak replied, the elephant of the 
mountain is an arduous adverfary, and the 
labor is a work of immenſity; with one 
Read let us not project, with one hand Let us 
not ſtrike an undeciſive blow, nor, with ohe 
ſtone, lay a weak foundation, 1 have 2 
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Pier trhed' Fembour- T, her wit reſembles 
the flbWets" o of the ſpring; hier wrath the 
raging dog-ſtar's heat, her judgment the 
riptnetl eluſters of nutum, afid her hatred is 
more” deſtructive than the chilling Blaſts of 


winter. To this 10ver will 1 commenticate 
the hiſtory of our common grief and ſup- 
rer "_ friendly aid. 


The gbeen of the n 6 chilr EP. 
Was departing ſbr a long journey; but, upon 
heating what had befalzen tlie red headed 
ſparrothy, added «other link to the chain of | 
ombination, and ctied; long have I been 
pound with the Zone of this loyer,— The 
artow'of deftiny/ we cannot avert; but the 
meafure of poſſihilſty we may, by diligenes, 
Arai. Pope; Bk 4 Poyjdar®, takes eogni- 
zance of all- out actiond; love is the water= 
eurrer ef the army, the riches: of the mer- 
chafit} the reward ef the Hero, the bridle: of 
the conſtellatlons, the belt which ſurrounds 
the Os the patent road of the ſtirrup, 

and 


f Ten Mil vie te. 


*Foujdar—An officer of thi poſtet in Hindoſtaun, who takes 
cognizance of all criminal matters, &c. 


61%) 


and the; cangiar{ of nee 
1 Alone *pojoginey 100 all da errors, 


| 1 4 haye an ie CR Ps, | 
Perſians Ghuk®, but by Arabians Zefda, to 
whom I. will inſtantly Men peat this 
tale of oppreſſion, 


This propoſal meeting with _ appro. 
bation, the red- headed ſparrow, long beak, 
and the bee, all three went to the frog's ha- 
bitation, and after deſcribing the hoſtile 
cruelty of the common enemy, ſubmiſſively 
petitioned aſſiſtance. The ſympathetic frog 
multiplied the chapters of lamentations far 
the Ideſtruction of the palace of eggs; then 
groaked a ſpeech of condolence, and heartily 
eſpouſing the cauſe of his mourning friends, 
thus menaced ruin to the devoted fe. 
By ſtratagem the mountain may 'be made 
plain ground; and by prudence. and unan- 
imity we may bind the elephant. 

| C3 


, Nabkſhebi, 


405 of poignard, ſhaped ſomewhat like a maſon's 
trowel, 


* Ghuk——The frog. 


AS 
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 Nablſtehs, the ſucceſt of mortals in their 


different per ſuits, depend upon prudent" foreſight 
and mins .— From the mountain you aſcend 


the #2 be man of foreſight and e 
has no occaſion for violence or alba,, 
an aich £112? 
Tyhbe frog then added, a ſcheme for the ele- 
phant's deſtruction has this moment aſcended 
5 che zenith of my mind. Let the queen of 
the bees approach his ear, and with words 
flattery invite him to a banquet. When 
the has him fafe, the has nothing more to do 
but to entertain him with a fong” and cir- 
cular dance, exhilirate him with ſalubrious 
Viahds, and ply his potent proboſcis with 
ge draughts of delicious ſnerbet. When 
the fumes of intoxication ſhall have taken 
poſſeflic on of his pineal gland, "Arid" ſleep, 
the evil genius of fools, ſeized! upon the 
palace of iner Dereſnuk, with his ham- 
mer pointed bill, as with a ſickle, or mattock 
of deſtruction, ſhall 6b aun light of 
the world. F220 , (013 BL 1 


ihn 


The moment he awakes, victorious thirſt 
will aſſail him; then will I elevate my har- 
monious 


(w#) 
moniqus yoice, and ſeem to commiſerzte his 
affliction; from Which he will conclude him- 
elt pot nt. Item che Pond of defire.; and if 
he thould fellow. me, which moſt alfred 
will be che eaſe, 1 will lead Rim inte a ſnare, 


22. YN Th 
* which he can never eſcape. 


3} 6 habb; 


"I The. 8 coupſel of. the” "frag - 22 7 
applauded. by. the whole aflembly, an r 
. 5 che Bunge of 1 45 wh * 
queen of I. He her accyſt 
Fargo 8 er pact, beyond ” 
gui ep ec 


5 15 92 


0 When the yanguiſher of ghe _chingeergs 
was faſt hound by the e gf ebriety, ang 
| the ,twjo-beother® .« 1 jad ſhut the 
Windo of N Jongrbeak, with, bi 
© goyrerful hill, as with. apounted hammer | 
wn - raten xr the fare, of his eyes., 


Of ban 100 121k 


While. dhe arwhnentr f  payiertul 
weak remained ſtanding, like a:,fdewan.af 


Juſtice, 
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7 
juſtice, the undulating ſurface. of the water 
reached the ſkirts of his intoxicated fancy; 
and the exorbitance of aquatic deſire began 
moſt vehemently to attack his burning pa- 
late; but the path of tlie reſervoir he was 
unacquainted with, and the road to the 


en exceeded his comprehenſion. 


When the artful native of the tens faw 
him in this fituation, he elevated the chain 
of circumvention ; and boiling with the fer- 
mentation of rage, gave up his whole foul 
to amd and cruelty, 


The elephant knew ds to be in a 
moſt perfidious place; but, overcome by 
thirſt, he conjectured from the voice of the 
frog, which, with deceitful coquetry, aſ- 
failed his ear, that he was not far from water: 
and, as he ſlowly followed the ſound, lifted 
his legs with care, leſt the round broad hoof 
of deſtruction ſhould over-whelm his am- 


phibious | guide, 


As a magician of inverſe eyelids, who re- 
news the commerce of friendſhip, to draw his 
4 enemies 


( ug8 ) 
enemies into jnextricable | ſpells ; or, like a 
treacherous ſportſman, who, with | mimic 
voice, decoys his credulous prey into the lure 
of captivity'; ſo the frog, by the feeble voice 
of fattery, led on his benighted companion, 
till they came to a ruinated manſion, at the 
entrance af a narrow lane, near the end of 
which was a profound open well, formerly 
frequented as a common reſervoir, by the fe- 
males of a neighbouring village, into which 
the elephant precipitately fell, and rofe no 


Thus, after long expectation, the little 
red headed ſpatrow arrived at the boundary 
of intention; and, by the help of her r 
eee ich 


Nobeſheli Abou ts "the be e of 
friendſhip: Tue duſt may be fertilized by ca- 
pious ſhowers,' The peaple who, are unanimaus 
experience no hurden. 


When the bird had got thus far, he ad- 
dreſſed his miſtreſs in the following manner: 
Amiable Khejeſte, theſe weak inconſiderable 


creatures, 
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creatures, by binding up the packet of their 
defires' With the cord of unanimity; and, by 
perſeveranceand reſolution, exalted the ſpear of 
vengeande, and ſuceetded in their arduous 
enterptize. Long have you and your humble 
ſlave been bound with the ſame girdle of 
friendſhiip; and, by a hundred different modes 
of action, exhibited our joint endeavours with- 
out the leaſt ſucceſs. — The ſun, as if tired 
of its ſituation, wanders and returns, without 
acquiſition, to its former ſtation; ſo you, 
diſguſted with the haram of feſtivity, every 
night come forth from the curtain of con- 
finement, to conſult me; and every morn- 

ing, 1 return to the ſame _ 
"KMNUWONh.s 
Fo N with the ſhield of temerity, 
the inevitable arrows. diſcharged from the 
bow of predeſtination, is to paſs your days in 
ſorrow, and your nights in poignant deſpair. 
— This hour is the delicious hour, and this 
time the heart attracting- ſeaſon; catch the 
breeze of opportunity, and, borne on the 
wings of delire, fly to the tent of aſſigna- 


T 2 The 


1 


The lady wiſhed to follow her parrot's ad- 
vice; but the Dereſnuk ſun, had, with his long 
fiery bill, hlinded the elephant- night, and 
tumbled him into his weſtern well; the cla- 
mor of the buſy world increaſed ; the re- 
fplendent queen of the morning unveiled, 
and her preſence made Khejeſte curb, the 
ſteed of impure (deſire with the rein en 
ſtraint. | 


. Nablſbebi, &c. 


BADNAMIP and NAKAMEt; 
5 


The Prince and Princeſt of Bibs, and the 
Shegal, Ge. 8 


| W az the golden-lion of the day 
was couched in his numidian den, and the 


filver 


? Badnami—Infamy, 2 Nakame—A diſappointed perſon; 


( 144; ) | 
filver battle-axe of the night“ depoſited in 
its oriental arſenal: Khejeſte, with glowing 
aſpect, like the perambulating meridian ſun, 
and eyes like the ſilver battle-axe halo, en- 
compaſſed moon, came forth to her green 
veſted ſecretary, and relying on his acquie- 
ſcence to her guns thus oy the ſeal 4 
ſilence. „ itt! 722 


Confident of the haram of ght f Mu- 
tekef+ of my lonely cell! as I alternately 
peep: out and with-draw myſelf, from the 
purdo of confinement, the reflection of my 
inſicerity to my Prince has plucked the ſhield 
of patience from my right hand; and the 
diſtreſſing anguiſh which 1 endure, by vainly 
anticipating the return of the abſent, has 
torn the ſcimiter of ſecurity from my left. 


It, has always been my opinion, that thy 
fage inſtructions will prove the ſource of new 
ſollicitude, and an augmentation of our com- 
mon cares; without any advantage to thy- 

ſelf, 


bo * The moon, when yibbous, reſembles a als axe. 
+ M ths always at prayers in a temple, cloiſter, &c. 


A | 
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ſelf, but that of being conſidered the accom. 
plice of my vices, and with no other ac 
quiſition for me, but 2 copious ſhower of 
anxicty-: as a friendly. brother, O fowl of 
feſtivity, commiſerate an oppreſſed - fiſter, - 
ſupport this tottering fabric, aſſiſt an afflict- 
eil patroneſs, who founders in the ocean of 
loye; draw her to the ſhore of repoſe, and 


terminate her numerous petitions, by con- 
ne her er eee 10G 
£168... 139 11 ww 
Nabe heli, where can Aurel. find 4 . 
th reſt the burden of grief? Hou great à coli. 
Hrium is a faithjul aſfacium He will always: 
divide bis companion's misfortunes j an convert” 
FOND en WY of joy.” lb 


91 O£143 60101 

The parrot ade * e e 
which has pierced your breaſt, has trans fixed 
my wounded boſom-j and the thorn of cadre 
has punctured. my bleeding foot. Seeing that 
your heart could not be with-drawr from 
tins refolution, I have, a thouſand times, de- 
fixed you to haſten to the object of your per- 
fumed deſires. 


Should 
* Collytium—F; e-lalve. 


063) 
Should envy chance to rent the veil of ſe- 
erecy, and calumny commiſſion that babbling 


matron fame, to trumpet your intrigue in the 
bathing houſes and bazars; I have altogether 
provided a medicine to ſilence the daughters 
of loquacity; and the terms of your recon- 
ciliation with Meimon, have aſcended to the 
zenith of my mind: as you may learn from 
the hiſtory 'of Badnami and Nakame. — 
The bird of curioſity inftantly took wing, 
and love ' reſigning the reins to novelty, 
Khejeſte aſked how that came to paſs ; upon 
which her eloquent green-cloathed aſſociate 
removed the ſeal of reſtraint, and thus pour- 
ed the ſherbet of deſire into the bowl of ex- 
planation. 


There once reigned in Benares a rich and 
renowned Raja, whoſe fon, for deformity of 
perſon, and depravity of mind, was the pro» 
verb of the times. 


He was, according to popular tradition, 
more. iraſcible than fire, more impetuous than 
running 


—— 
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running water, more obſtinate than the 
zebra of the wilderneſs, and more bitter than 
the colocynthh, the ſeeds of which were ſweet- 
er than honey, when placed in competition 
with the bitterneſs of his ſoul, To ſum up 
his whole character, the demon of ignorance 


had ſo deeply ſtruck the tent- poles of her 


pavilion in his heart, that ſhe baffled the wiſ- 
dom of the ſagacious, and phyſicians in- 
effectually exhauſted their ſkill, in attempt- 
ing to remove her. Iſa (may the dew of 
peace reſt upon him) could with pleaſure 
give health to the ſick, fight to the blind, 
and life to the dead, but we never hear of his 
making one fool wiſe. 


| Nabkſhebi, to be allied to an incorrigible 
fool is a ' calamity as the ocean profound. — No 
greater misfortune can a mortal experience, 
than to be the fire of an obſtinate fool. | 


To humanize this lamp of deformity and 
ignorance, after all other methods were aſ- 
ſayed in vain, the Raja, by the advice of his 

ſage 


$ Colocynth—A kind of wild gourd. 
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fage vi vizirs, and enlightened Wini made 
Khutbut to the daughter of a neighbouring 


Prince, and the fingers of his embaſſy glowed 
with the crimſon of conſent. 


The nuptial banquet was celebrated with 
imperial dignity ; the div was given to the 
Pirri, and the Yfrite united to a  daughtet 
f Eres 


The Princeſs was, for hee * elegance, 
the Phenix of the age; and, in genius and 
accompliſhments, the early firſt-fruits of the 
ſeaſon.— When ſhe ſung, the bulbul expired 
with envy; and, when ſhe breathed, the har- 
monious nei—her muſic like the magic of 
Babel, faſcinated every ear. 


 Nabkſhebi, careſs the niufician. — Mufic is , 
the zende of the ſoul. The ſcience of harmony i Is 
an univerſal heart-entrapping net, no mortal 
can refit it's power, 


U As 


® Zend has a variety of fignifications ; among others it means 
a & tinder-box, or any inſtrument to ſtrike fire with, in 
which ſenſe it muſt be here underſtood, 


( 146 ) 
As the Princeſs was ohe night ſitting 
in the haram, ſhe heard a perſon ſinging 
under the window. — Bending the ear of at- 
tention, ſhe could not help refle&ing, how 
happy had been my lot, if the Prince of 
Benares had been bleſt with ſuch a heart- 
exhilirating voice, and had genius and in- 
duſtry ſufficient to acquire ſuch a knowledge 
of muſic.— But, alas! the opium which he 
has eaten has long ſince aſcended to the 
palace of his brain, and ſtupefaction and in- 
ſanity revel, unmoleſted, on the ruins of his 
ed. 


5 Nablſhebi, the ects of harmony are won- 
derful. As provender makes tw9 beaſts agree in 
a ſtall, ſo mujic is the fodiler which unites lovers. 
A ſoft whiſpering voice captivates the ſenſes, 
and makes prudence deſcend from her caſtle. 


Aſter the Princeſs had liſtened ſome time, 
love, of the moſt paſſionate deſcription, took 
poſſeſſion of her whole frame, and made her 
diſregard the odor of her reputation, If 
it is engraved, ſhe' exclaimed, on the table of 
predeſtination, that I am ever to rent the col- 

lar 
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lar of patience, and loſe, at play, the diamond 
of underſtanding, it muſt ſurely be for this 
enchanting muſician ; and if a Princeſs, with 
her laſt breath, be doomed to repent of her 
paſt actions, it muſt certainly befor the love of 
this ſweet murmuring voice. 


Having, by ſuch expoſtulations as theſe, 
reaſoned herſelf into a determination of elope- 
ing, ſhe packed up ſome of her moſt valuable 
moveables, and deſcending, by a cord, from 
the window, diſcoyered, that the man, to 
whom ſhe had given her heart unaſked, was, 
in deformity, little inferior to her huſband ; 
yet, not in the leaſt diſcouraged, ſhe faid, 
O heart-enlivening youth, how ſimilar are 
our concordant fouls! How worthy the 
aſſemblage of each other! But I, alas! am 
manacled with the chain of a ſtupid huſband, 
and immured a hapleſs captive, ina ruthleſs 
haram af ſorrow.— Elevate the chain of 
machination ! liberate me from the ſociety 
of the inſupportable | and permit me to de- 
part in yqur company. The generous friend- 
ſhip of the intelligent is better than the at- 
tachment of the fooliſh ; and a ciſtern of 

2 certain 


(18) 
certain meaſure preferable to a pond of the 
obſtinate, 


Her new acquaintance bowed inſtant ac- 
quieſcence to her petition; and after ex- 
changing vows of eternal conſtancy, they 
travelled on together, | | 


After they had walked ſome miles, they 
came to a wide and rapid river, at the fight of 
which her muſical comrade ſaid, as I am a 
| long-armed man, the ſafe pilot of a ſwim- 
ming friend, and poſſeſs the moſt conſum- 
mate knowledge of the water, I will firſt 

croſs over alone, and then ſpeedily return 
to facilitate your paſſage, 


The princeſs agreeing to the propoſal, he 
ſtripped himſelf of his upper garment, and 
bound up in it the moſt valuable jewels ſhe 
had brought away with her, which he placed 
on his head, and plunged into the ſtream.— 
When he came as far as the middle of the river, 
he began to reflect: Iam a poor fellow; this 
woman is the daughter of a Raja, and wife 
of a Prince. What buſineſs has the beggar 

| with 


( 149 ) 

with the king !—what correſpondence has 
the fiſh with the moon hat occaſion has 
the pregnant ſhe-camel for the company of 
the male l- or, what have I to do with 
another man's wife | why ſhould I impel 
the ſteed of defire againſt- the battlements 
of ruin, and accompany her whom I have 
power to relinquiſh ! The turning her back 
on the gate of reputation amply juſtifies my 
reſolution, and the proverb ſays - She who 
has paſſed over the barrier of decorum, and 
elevated the ſtandatd of diſloyalty againſt the 
huſband of her youth, will never be faithful 
to a ſtranger ; and ground, often ploughed, 
rewards not the toil of the ploughman. 


When the fable monarch night had re- 
tired to his abyſſinian couch, and the 
beauteous ſmiling hours unbarred the ſound- 
ing gates of the eaſt, the reſplendent Sultan 
of day diſcovered the Princeſs of Benares 
wandering on the banks of the river, harrow- 
ed by the briars of remorſe, and burnt with 
the cauſtic of diſappointment. 


In 
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In this hopeleſs fityation ſhe ſaw a ſhegal 
coming towards her, with a bone in, it's mouth, 
and, at the ſame inſtant, beheld a fiſh, Which, 
by a ſudden bound, had thrown itſelf on 
the land, The animal, overjoyed at the 
fight, immediately laid down the bone, and 
exerted all its power to ſeize the fiſh, but 
the fiſh, by another hound, as ſwiftly threw 
itſelf back into it's native ſtream; and then the 
ſhegal's thoughts were as fully occupied in 
getting his bone; but another beaſt, of ſu- 
perior ſwiftneſs, had carried it away, and the 
poor brute was loſt in aſtoniſhment, by re- 
flecting, that what he gaped after came not 
into his mouth, and what he actually had 
between his teeth, was carried away and eaten 


by another, 


After the Princeſs had contemplated this 
tranſaction, ſhe extended the tongue of re- 
prehenſion, and began to exclaim: how 
profoundly ignorant muſt thoſe merchants 
be, who throw away their ready- money in 
ſpeculation, and, afterwards, trade upon cre- 
dit ! what they anticipate from credit they 

never 
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heyer obtain; and the caſh which they 
parted with, they never recover. 


Nabk/htbi 0 prudence excels all things ; tbere- 


fore have no connection with an unſeaſonable 
upbraider. Tit inconfiſtent with the laws of 
prudence, that, by reproving others we ſhould 
Rligmatize ourſelves. 75 


The Princeſs, recollecting herſelf, con- 
tinued, I, O ſhegal“, am a woman of in- 
auſpicious horoſcope; the fatal bowl, replete 
with the ſherbet of the ſetting ſtars, is my 
ſorrowful beverage ; and the ſun- ſhine of my 
proſperity is blaſted by the milde w of diſ- 
appointment. 


I have a conſort of extreme ignorance, de- 
pravity and deformity; I wiſhed to be 
united to a more accompliſhed lover but 
my huſband I have forſaken; and the wretch, 
to whom T transferred my affection, has 
forſaken me, robbed me of my gold and 
jewels, and left me on the ſhore of deſpair. 


The 


* Shegal—The jackal, 


a 
* - 
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| The. ſhegal replied, daughter. of. ſorrow; 
the children of Adam are full of deceit ; but 
things which are forgotten, and float long on 
the water, may appear again, —This bone 
and fiſh is as much your hiſtory as mine; had 
you been contented with your huſband, and 
never girded. yourſelf with the zone of in- 
clination for this worthleſs impoſtor, you 
had never fallen from the pinnacle of honor, 
nor drained . the . goblet of bitterneſs, — 
Tradition ſays, that on a certain time, a man, 
who had occaſion to riſe very early, was met by 
another perſon, whoexpreſſed his aſtoniſhment 
at his getting up at ſo unſeaſonable an hour : 
The man anſwered, O maſter wonder-mon- 
ger, as you have dorie the ſame thing this 
morning, what reaſon have you to be ſur- 
prized |. 


As from theſe conſiderations, continued 
the animal, your misfortune, and this accident 
of mine, bear a ſtrong reſemblance, -Why 
ſhould you turn up the noſe of contempt, or 
extend the ſpear of reprehenſion. 


Nahkſhebi, 


e 
Nabiſbebi, reproach has been the parent of 
many vices.—Where ſhould the Fakeer get 


treaſure! *'Tis the duty of one unfortunate 


perſon, not to make another vicious by reproach 
or ridicule. 


When the diſtreſſed lady heard this diſ- 
courſe, and the floating particles of inſtruc- 
tion had ſunk deep into. the porches of at- 
- tention: ſhe faid, I ſee that thou art an 
ingenious beaſt, for the manna of perſuaſion 
diſtils from thy mellifluous tongue.—Unlock, 
now, the cabinet of invention, and illuminate, 
with the torch of wiſdom; the path of a 
hopeleſs female ; and inform me, by what - 
ſtratagem or contrivance I may return to my 
palace, regain the confidence of the pub- 


lic, and filence the tongue of friend and 
enemy. 7 


The Shegal ſaid, by perſeverance the 
matter may be eaſily accompliſhed, —De- 
ſcend from the ladder of magnificence, lay 
aſide the badges of royalty, cloath yourſelf 
in the garments of the fooliſh, get ſome 
rapees ſecretly diſtributed among the po- 
pulace, and all who behold you will drop a 
X ſympa- 
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ſympathetic tear on your diſtreſs, which will 
obliterate your paſt imprudence, and make 
you be conſidered as a damoniac, the garriſon 
of whoſe underſtanding has been ſubjugated 
by the dæmon of madneſs. — Afterwards, by 
proceeding with prudence and reſolution, 
you may ſilence the tongue of calumny, and 
be reinſtated in your huſband's favor. 


The Princeſs liſtened to the inſtructive 
eloquence of the Shegal ; and, by a diligent 
adherence to his advice, was liberated from 
her huſband's reſentment, and re-aſcended 
the ſofa of honor, 


Nahkſhebi, if you liſten to the exhortations of 
ſincere friends, your grief will not triumph for 
ever, The man who liſtens to the advice of a: 
faithful monitor, will never founder in the 
gulph of misfortune, 


When the parrot had proceeded thus far, 
he addreſſed Khejeſte after the uſual manner: 
exclaiming, O thou who art intoxicated 
with the ſherbet of love] yet oppreſſed by 
the thirſt of deſire - this is the auſpicious. 

moment, 
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moment, and this time the ſoul-refreſhing 
| ſeaſon ; avail yourſelf of the gale of fortune, 
and, with the eagle-extended pinions of ſwift- 
neſs, fly to the manſion of mirth ; and if 
(may Alla forbid it) your journey ſhould be 
unfortunate, the conſequences are already 
weighed, and an antidote prepared, if you 
attend to my advice, as the Princeſs of 
Benares obeyed the admonition of the She- 


14 | 


| Khejeſte haſtened to act agreeable to his 
directions; but the Rhinoceros of the days 
burſting from the priſon. of his confinement, 
with the efferveſcence of his boiling breath, 
routed the Shegal of the night; the ſpark- 
ling hoſt of auxiliaries precipitately follows 
ed their numidian chief; the reſplendent 
queen threw aſide her ſpacious veil, and diſ- 
cloſed the Paradiſe of her charming face; 
the din of the city crowd. doubled upon the 
ear, and Khejeſte once more curbed the 
ſteed of incontinence with the bridle of 
reſtraint, 


Nabl/hebi, Ge. 
> © ' The 
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The Prince and the Serpent, with the Golden 
 Apparition of Abd'lemulc; or the Danger 
of liftening to a deceitful Enemy; and 
the Folly of Imitation. 


WI EN the cenſer of the celeſtial world, 
the ſun, had perfumed the regions of the 
weſt, and the ornamenting ſilver moon illu- 
minated the concave of the caſt : Khejeſte, 
with aſpect like a cloud impregnated with 
ſtorms, and eyes like the bleeding gourd, 
came forth to her parti- colored companion, 
and thus commenced her complaint : 


The ebullition of my glowing liver, and 
blood of my wounded heart, have over- flown 
my throbbing boſom; and the needle of 
intenſe affection more ſtrongly pointing to- 
ward the deſtined ſpot of repoſe, determines 
me on immediate departure, 


The 


6% | 
The parrot perceiving _ thus racked 


with diſquietude, agitated by violent emo- 
tions, and emaciated by diſappointment ; and 


fearing, that this night her paſſion would 
triumph over her reaſon and duty, and over- 
whelm him in inextricable calamity, replied: 
amiable lady, every time you honor 'me 
with your company, you repeat - the ſame 
ſorrowful tale, as if I was the ſpy of your 
tranſactions, and had caſt the bridle of pro- 
hibition on the neck of your departure, — 
This night is the auſpicious night, and this 
the fortunate hour ; ariſe, and haſten to your” 
Prince; but, before you depart, it will be 
neceſſary to engrave two precepts on the 
tablets of your enlightened mind. Firſt, Be- 
ware of the voice of flattery, and repoſe no con- 
fidence in an enemy; whoever does this will be 
conſidered an accomplice, and involved in 
as many difficulties as the Poincs was, by 
aſſiſting the ſerpent. 3710 


Khejeſte aſked 1551 it heppuned; and the: | 
bird anſwered : 


"Tis 
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Tis reported, that on a certain day, a 
young Prince went a hunting; as he was 
about to transfax a tyger, which he had caught 
within his hunting nooſe : a ſerpent, as a 
nooſe} to his foul, arrived ſuddenly at the 
place, and humbly. ſollicited his aſſiſtance.— 
The Prince demanded, againſt whom? 
He replied, againſt an enemy, who has me- 
ditated my deſtruction, and, O cleaving ſor- 
rom l as a ſcorpion, conſtantly, perſues me. 


The Prince generouſly took hold of the hem 
of his robe, in token of his attachment and; 
protection; and the ſerpent, returning one 
complim ent by another, made a eircle on his 
breaſt. is 


After ſome. time, a man“ approached, and 
thus began; every; body can bear witneſs 
that this ſerpent has fled from me. The 
Prince, after queſtioning, his veracity, ſur- 
veyed the ſerpent on right and left, with 
profound attention, and: diſcovering not the 

; | ſign 


t Deſigned for a pun in the original, and tranſlated literally 
for the benefit of Perſian Students, 


There are many juglers in the eaſt, who perform a number 
of aſtoniſhing tricks with ſerpents. 


( 159 ) 
ection, he cut off his adverſary's 


ſign of ſubj 
head. 


The Prince then faid, O ſerpent, thine ad- 
verſary is repulſed, and thine enemy re- 
moved; ariſe, now, and retire to thy dwelling 
in the path of tranquillity, 


The ſerpent ſaid, not a foot will I with- 
draw from this place.— Do you not know, 
that it behoves yow not to liſten to the tale 
of a deceiver; and to repoſe no confidence 
in a victorious adverſary ; for, ever ſince the 
birth of creation, ſerpents have been the 
avowed enemies of mankind. What con- 
fidence have you not repoſed in me? and, 
with what candor and ſincerity have you not 
aſſigned me a place in your breaſt? Now; 
upon concluſion, I am your ſuperior ; you 
are become my property; and ſhall, with 
your life expiate your crime, 


The aſtoniſhed! Prince replied, ſhall evil 
be returned for good, and a crime be the re- 
compence of a benefit? You know what 
gratitude I have demonſtrated; by deſtroying 

| your 


| * 
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your enemy; and to manifeſt that patronage 
which you ſo humbly ſollicited - what ſer- 
vice haye I not ſhewn at your gate? 


The ſerpent replied, generous ſervices de- 
ſerve to be generouſly rewarded ; but death 
is the reward of the treacherous, who are 
ſtrangers to the paths of humanity. 


. The eyes of an hero have power, and the 
white flints of Merout, full of fire, have per- 
formed wonderful deeds. What commerce has 
the ſerpent with the. young Prince? What 
connexion has the angel of death with Ma- 
rout, tert 


When the Prince ſaw that the ſerpent 
levelled the arrow of his tongue at him, the 
poiſon, of which no petition could prevent, 
or mollify; and, with the ſhear of perdition, 
was attempting to oyerthrow him; he ele- 
'" vated his eyes toward Heaven, and thus 
poured forth the incenſe of prayer. 


; Creator of ſerpents and ants, who gaveſt 
form and animation to the duſt, beſtower 
of 


86. 


Ff power and infirmity: Thou knoweſt what 
ſervice I have performed, and what reward is 
how preparing for me. — The excellence 
of thy beneficence is known to all, and the 
afliſtance of thy almighty goodneſs, no mor- 
tal has ever ſapplicated in vain.— Protect me 
from the brutal injuſtice, and powerful 
ſtrength of this enemy; enable me, this day, 
to do to this new maſter what he, e 
meditates againſt me. 


The petition finding admiſfion into the 
eeleſtial de wan, a ſecret vigor inſtantaneouſly 
inſpired the Prince's heart, and a manifeſt 
reien . his arm. The e 
of the writing reed“; — 
flammatory ardor he compreſſed him, then 
ſeized him by the tail, and ſo violently ſmote 
him againſt the duſt of death that his ſpirit 

diſſolved into air, and his poiſon, wich in- 

dignation, crept from it's abode. N lil of 


1 - Nabkſbebi, attend not t6 the words of Jour 
enemy: A hundred thouſand ftratagems will he 
deviſe, His words have been premeditated by 

5 Y his 
4 In India, and moſt other parts of Aſia, they write with a reed, 
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- When Khejeſts heardithis marvellous dl. 
eerie, and lftened to bis narrative, fo wur- 
thy ef admiration: Sbe ſaid, the firſt pre- 
cept, O bitd of inſtruction, have I engraved 
an the tablets of my heart, and marked wit 
the ſeal of approbation . _— be 
the ſubject of the ſec ond: 


The parrot anſwered: When you are agi- 
tated; either by the violent extremes of joy or 
grief, tis neceſſary for you always to have an 
eye towards future conſequences, aud not to 
ene 008 in ter 1 = 3 drr 


eee du the: enden chat 10 
the houſe of the merchant, he aid, why may 
not I imitate Abd'Icuulc's example, and attain 
the like good fortune? But reaſon gave the 
reins to folly, when he broke the Fakeers 
heads; and reaſon held the balance of juſtice, 
when the ee De e him to . 
* 1 Khejeſte, 


. 3 
' F995: 2 
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was anſwered: In the extreme beundatien 
of Khorelm, there lived, acgording to gent- 
ral report, a merchdtit, named Abdlemile; 
whoſe ware houſes were otowded: with mer= 
chandize, and hae ow n ith 
ig. 5 


Tube ſcions of — 4 into matu- 

rity, under the ſun-ſhine of his liberality ; 
the ſons of indigene fattened on the bread 
of hoſpitality ;- and the patched travellet 
autply flaked hie thirſt in the river of his” 
genereſity. One day, as he meditated on the 
favors which his creator had fd hixuriantly 
——_————————E 
n 

bande b n Abd dees uf the 
winds ouch have. L reedived; and little have 
I beſtowed. This wealth was entruſted to 
my care, with. no other deſign, or intention, 
but to enable nie to affift the unfortunate and 


indigent. 


4 i 
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| Before; therefore, that the angel of death 
thall:oome to demand the ſpoils of my mor- 
tality; it is my laſt wiſh, and ſole ambition, to 
expiate my vices and follies, by a voluntary 
oblation of this rich ſhe- camel“, in the laſt 
month of her pregnancy; and to pro- 
claim to all men, by this late breakfaſting f, 
Re ges! of my paſt mae. 


stb tranquil cus of Add, 0 an * 
bauen ſtood before him, in the habit of a 
Fakeer. Abd lemulc cried, what art thou? 
It anſwered : I am the apparition of thy 
good fortune, and genius of thy future hap- 
pineſs.' When thou, with ſuch unbounded 
generofity, did'ſt bequeath all thy wealth tothe 
poor, I determined not to paſs by thy door 
unnoticed; but to enrich thee with an in- 
exhauſtible treaſure, ſuitable to the greatneſs 
of thy capacious ſoul; to accompliſh which, 
I will, every morning, in this ſhape; appear to 
thee; thou ſhalt ſtrike: me a few blows on the 


cm and 1 ſhall inſtantly fall low at thy feet, 
tranſ⸗ 
* Alluſions to the ſegſ of the camel 


* 
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I Faſt of Ramadan, 


( 6g 
transformed into an image of gold; from 
— this freely take as much as thou ſhalt have oc- 
eaſion for; and every member, or joint, that 
ſhall be ſeparated from the image, ſhall be 
inſtantly replaced by another of the ſame 
precious metal. | 
AXYD 2 Aenne un | | * 
The day after, when the hermit, who, 
with borrowed fire; illuminates the dreary 


night, had withdrawn to his heſperian her- 


mitage, and the choleric recluſe of generoſity, 
arrived at his oriental monaſtery, the dæmon 
of avarice conducted Hajm the covetous, to 
1 durbar of Abd'lcmule the {ny ts 1 


5 Goal __y his bi the - apparition pre- 
ſented itſelf; Abd'lcmulc immediately aroſe, 
and, after ſtriking it ſeveral blows on the 
head, it fell down before him, and was me- 
tamorphoſed into an image of gold. As 
much as ſufficed for the neceſſities of the 
day he took for himſelf, and gave a much 
Karger portion! to ay viſitor. 


Hajm was ere? at he oreſtar} and 


| boncluded, from what he had ſeen, that he, 
or 
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er any other perſon, who ſhould [treat 3 Pa- 
keer in this manner, could convert him into 
gold; and, conſequently, that, hy beating 
NOS: he en GP PE 


Heated by this imagination, he quickly 
n 
orders for a moſt ſumptugus entertainment; 
F ne — 


e 131 ln 111 1.1% 14 
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„Wbes dhe keen appetite. was \ anal, 
and the exhilirating ſherbet began to en- 
liven the convivial meeting, Hajm ſeized a 
ponderous club, and with it regaled his 
gaeſts, till he broke their heade, and the 
crimſon torrent ſtained the carpet of hoſ+ 
pitality, The Fakeers, cleyatipg ihe ſhrick 
of diſtreſs, the cutwal's guard came to their 
_ "aiſtance,/ and a multitude of people aſſem - 
hled, who, after binding the offender with 
the ſtrong cord of captivity, carried him, to: 
gether with the Fakeers, before the Mukta 
e ind city... e en 


— . 
G7 
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ſon why he had-fo cruelly and ova ard 
ee Ne- e P13 
«fivian aid to 1 5144 7 3 
The confounded Hahn had * * 
in the houſe of Abd'lomulc, a Fakeer 
ſuddenly appeared; the merehant ſtruck him 
ſome blows on the head, and he fell proftrate- 
before him, tranſmuted to a golden image: 
imagining that any other perſon could; by a 
ſunilar behavior, force/any Pakeer to undergo: 
tho like metamorphoſe, I invited theſe men 
to à banquet; and regaled them with ſome 
blows" of my .cudgel, to compel them to 4 
ſimilar tratis formation; but the demon of 
avarice has deceived me, and the 
temptation of gold has involved me in 4 
1 | a 


The Mukta inſtaniely * wth Abe lende 


0 


nous tale, . the 


The unden 0 bs 17 neigiedr 
ſome days ago he began to expreſs ſymp- 
toms ol a om — and diſtract- 

ed 


and; demunding u ſolution of Hajm's eyed . 
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having aſked: pardon of the Fakeers for the 
ill treatment they had received, commanded- 
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1 bon; und. 0 theſe violent e 
roxyſms of inſanity, he related ſome ridi- 
culous fable of me and the reſt of his neigh- 
bours; - No better ſpecimen of which can 
be adduced, than the extravagant action of 
which he no ſtands accuſed : and the ri- 
diłkulous tale by which he attempts to apolo- 
gize for the commiſſion of it · That mad - 
neſs may no longer uſurp the palace of rea- 
ſon, and revel upon the ruins of his mind. 
deliver him to the ſons of ingenuity, the pre 
ſervers and reſtorers of health; let them 
purify his blood by ſparing diet, abridge- him 
of his daily potations, and, by the force of 


. medicinal beverage, recall: him from the pre- 
apice of run. blog To monalgern 


| «T4 4 » urge al 
The ratiocination of Abd lemule funk deep 
into the ears. of the aſſembly, and was warth- 
_ Jy. applauded by the Mukta; who, after 


Hajm to be baſtinadoed before the 9 
and carried to the ee of fools “. 


— 
- 
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1 Fools—By which 1 
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| When the parrot had proceeded thus far 
in his tale, he exclaimed, leave mimicry to 
monkeys, and my loquacious brethren  but- 
let the ſons and daughters of Adam ſcorn 
the ſervile track of imitation; Hajm, by 
ſervilly imitating Abd'lemule, arrived not at 
the boundary of his wiſh, and the arrow of 
machination reached not to the golden mark 
of acquiſition: Admoniſhed, therefore, by” 
the fall of others, ariſe, and haſten to the 
banquet of your royal admirer, and act not 
ſo unjuftly to yourſelf, as to let thoſe two 
precepts ſlip from the ſleirts of your fancy. 


Ehejeſte wiſhed to have reſolution enougli 
to act agreeable to his advice, but the buz- 
zing hum of the city hive encreaſed=bluſh- 
ing aurora, throwing aſide her ample veil, 
diſcloſed the brilliant ſplendor of her coun- 
tenance; and the diſappointed Khejeſte in- 


voluntarily poſtponed her Journey till tho 1 


next ſucceeding evening. 
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The Sultan of Shaun'* and his Parrot, with 
the Expedition to the Tree of Life, and 
 , the different Effedts of the Fruit. 


Wu the magnificent Sultan of the 
day had retired to viſit his weſtern dominions, 
and the vigilant cutwaly of the night had 
commenced his eaſtern perambulation:;— . 
Khejeſte, with a raging heart, and forrow- 
ful countenance, under pretence of bidding 
adieu to the fowl of intelligence, thus re- 
moved the ſeal of taciturnity. 


Sagacious doctor of love, ever attentive to 
thoſe who long to ſee an abſent friend; the 
wine of deſire victoriouſly boils in my breaſt ; 
and the firdar of ſeparation has overthrown 
the vanguard of my reſolution. —The bridle 
of patience no longer reins the ſteed of my 
affairs, for ſince the image of this royal youth 


* Shaum—Syria, 5 Cutwal—Superintendant of the Police. 


4 
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| has been imprinted on my boſom; the bird 
of tranquillity has flown, and with him have 
departed the enjoyment of this world, 'and 
the hopes of a better. My days are ſpent 
in grief, my nights in remorſe, and my crimes' 
are, in bloody characters, inſcribed on my 
guilty face! To be deprived of the company 
of favorites is as a burning fire, and the 3 
ration wh ſpouſes is death! -- 0p: >. 


1 Bat 41000 has Azrael* with 2 
lovers ? Separation from thoſe we _— is 
JO 93 far the. angel f ccath. : 4 

F ind ande of wiſdom (neee che 
lady) this night propitiouſly diſmiſs me, that, 
by the aſſemblage of my Prince, I _ exhili- 
rate W's 2 "_ ; 


714 2 % 4 
3 4 ; 404 


The * anfrered;” may „ Geſtruction n 
await that heart, which refuſes to partici- gi 
pate the ſorrows of a friend; and may dark- 
neſs veil that eye, which refuſes to let fall a 


tear of condolence on the affliction of a kind 
aſſociate. The needle of my inclination 
2 2 has 


* Azracl—The angel of death. 


6 

has always verged towards the point of your 
deſign; and my conſtant prayer has ever 
been, that you might make the ſpring, ſpread- 
er of the carpet of your happineſs; yet, as 
you are, to this moment, unacquainted with 
the ſincerity of my attachment, you are in- 
capable of comprehending my value, But 
when you have placed the rings of ſubjec- 
tion in the ears of the demon of diſappoint- 
ment, and, diffuſed on the ſleeve of your 
Prince, begin to quaff the wine of fociety ; 
you will be convinced of the white-robed pu- 
rity of my intention, and diſcover, in how 
great a degree I haye been and fon ſhega] 
__ mile.) cool! 


The Sultan of 1 Uke 3 at fir 
doubted the ſincerity of his parrot, and the 
fruit of the tree of life was, for a while, the 
ſource of .uneaſineſs; but when the waters of 


candor were poured into the bowl of EX · 
periment, the genius of demonſtration put 
the demon of miſtruſt to flight: he acknow- 
ledged the unbounded oppreſſion of man- 
kind, execrated his own injuſtice, and the do- 


light 
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light which he experienced at the diſcovery 


was, as the ſucceſſion of day to night. 


Khejeſte enquired how that happened 
and her inventive ſecretary thus anſwered, 


In the ancient city of Dummiſhk lived a 
bird-catcher, who, going out one morning 
into the fields, expanded the toils of deceit; 
which he baited with the food of treachery, 
and fat down, at a conyenient diſtance, to 
watch them, 


He remained not long in ſuſpenſe before 


a parrot, of variegated veſtment, whoſe head 
was crowned with ſapphire, and whoſe wingg 
were tipped with vermillion, conducted by 
its evil genius, hopped into the inextricable 
ſnare; where, after fluttering awhile, in vain, 
for freedom, he thus addreſſed his captor. 


The wiſe are often entrapped by the mean 


artifices of the crafty ; and the accompliſhed 
are frequently plundered by the inſidious.— 
Though my preſent ſituation be no mark of 
my prudence, I am an intelligent and ac- 
compliſhed 


— I 
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zompliſhed bird; if gold be the idol thou 
adoreſt, ſell me to the brave and munificent ; 


and let me not be en of the baſe 
eee 


Nabkſpebs, be remote from baſe company 
The ſociety of the virtuous is like a G7: of 
eva __ 


The . accordingly 3 * 
to the King of Syria, who bought him at his 
own price. The day after, willing to make 
an experiment of his purchaſe, and diſcover- 
ing in the bird a ſalutary Bukrut®, and a ſa- 
gacious Sogrut}, he bluſhed to reflect, that 
ſueh an elevated genius ſhou d be confined 
within the priſon of a cage, and, pening the 
door, | cried, we, this moment, liberate 
thee: from bondage; either abide in our 
palace, or mix with thy loquacious com- 
panions. | 


(1% 


The bird remained ſome time with the 
Sudan; __— which, relying on royal benig- 
nity, 


” Bukrat—Hippocrates, 1 e 


6 * 


vity, he proſtrated himſclf on the imperial 


carpet, and humbly ſollicited a confirmation 
of the royal promiſe. The monarch, after 
expreſſing the higheſt diſſatisfaction, exclaim- 


ed, ſhall we, who are ſeated on the lofty pin- 
nacles of glory, regard the petitions of a wan- 
dering ſlave! What have Kings to do with 
the performance of promiſes! What have - 
the rulers of mankind to do with fincerity ! ! 


 Natkſhebi, when nan has a propenſity ts | 
cruelty, the tyger of the deſart is leſs ſavage - 


than be. 


Verdant mirror of eloquence (continued 


the Sultan, recollecting himſelf) as you have 


experienced ſo much juſtice and generoſity 
from us; tis neceſſary, for the price of libe- 


ration, that, in return, you ſhould execute 


the following commiſſion. 


Deſcend to the abyſs of Zulimet“, piock 
the fruit of the tree of life, and return quick 
ly with this illuſtrious preſent. —By this 


method 


„ Zulimet—A dark place, at the end of the world, where it 
is pretended that the fountain of life is placed, &c. 


and COIN TOI 
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method you may obtain freedom, and ſurpals | 


us in munificence. 


The parrot agreed to the condition; and, 
after ſurmounting innumerable difficulties 
and afflictions, which put his patience and 
ingenuity to the ſevereſt trial, plucked the 
fruit of deſire; and, after bringing it back 
in his claw, placed it before the Sultan: 
crying, Hail King of Kings! what com- 
penſation can a weak bird return to the ge- 
neroſity of a monarch! The ſtipulated ſer- 
vice, however, I have performed, and pro- 
cured the fruit of the tree of life, the innate 
property of which is ſuch, that, by eating it, 
you may protract the thread of exiſtence, till 
the reſurrection drum ſhall ſummon the pro- 
geny of Adam before the dewan of retribu- 


tion. 


Nabkſhebi, what can be more excellent than 
life? What can be a greater evil than death? 
Is not a defire of prolonging the thread of « er- 
tence imprinted on all our hearts. a 


After 


(17) 

After the Sultan had conſidered the fruit 
with the moſt profound attention, the fowI 
of intelligence ſaid, what is the cauſe of your 
meditation ? and; what the niotive of de- 


lay ? 


The King teplied, perhaps you have never 
heard, that a large goblet, full of the water of 
life was once ſent to Sultan Suliman; with 
liberty either to drink, or abſtain. To de- 
termine on this important ſubject, the Prince 
commanded all the rational and brute cre- 
ation to attend his enlightened preſence ; 
and all were obedient to the ſummons, ex- 
cept the little gnat. The horſe was diſpatched, 
with preſents, to ſollicit him to aſſiſt at the 
conſultation ; but neither the gifts of the 
monarch, nor eloquence of the ambaſſador, 
found admiſſion to the auditory of his fancy; 
yet, ſoon after, at the requeſt of the dog; 
he came: 


When the little in fect took his ſeat in the 
grand aſſembly, Sultan Sulimari (may the 
dew of peace fertilize his aſhes) exclaimed, 


ſtandard of vanity, and termination of igno- 
Aa rance, 
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rance, 5 haſt {corned the aſſembl y of they 
wiſe, and, rebelliouſly, abſented from the 
conſultation. of the learned! how ſhall we 
conſult with thee; or, what puniſhment 
ſhall our wiſdom deviſe, adequate to ſuch 
enormous crimes ? 


The gnat replied, moſt accompliſhed of 
the ſons of Adam, what proof can you pro- 
duce of my ignorance * 


The ſon of Daoud* rejoined, tis obvious 
to the enlightened mind, that thy brain is 
the reſidence of the demon of ignorance 
and that thy bladder is full of the waters of 
incapacity ; becauſe thou haſt diſregarded 
the ſollicitations of the horſe, who, for his 
inſtinctive ſagacity, is ſtiled the image of 
man; and haſt complied with the requeſt 
of the dog, which is the moſt impure and ſa- 
lacious of brutes. 


— 


The little inſect replied, I rejected the pe- 
tition of the horſe, not through diſreſpect to 

ſuch an envoy; but I conſidered his noble 
f | e 
2 — 


| | f "Th. 
5 by” | | 
3 
n ** 


2 70 


| Foiri incapable of revenging the diſappoint- 
ment; and I came at the entreaty of the dog, 
becauſe a deadly hatred ſubſiſts between him 
and us; and had he been beaten for. the ill 
ſucceſs. of his embaſly, his vindictive heart 
would have prompted him to trample me 
under the foot of yengeance, or ſnap me with 
the jaws of rancor, 


iy Nahlſhebi, watch the motions of an ad- 
werſary, and arrange your affairs for the re- 


ception of an ambaſſador, — At every opportunity 
an e will meditate revenge. 


DO O prophet of Iſrac] | continued the little 
bramble gnat, how worthy of deriſion is the 
mortal, the boundary of whoſe intellectual 
viſion is terminated by the ſurface of things ! 
Praiſed be Alla, our accompliſhed race re- 
gard only the interior, and ſce things as they 
really are, The horſe, it is true, is, for his 
ſervices, more highly eſteemed than the dog, 

becauſe he carries his patron on his back 
to whatever place he may deſire ; but was he 
not firſt compelled by fatal neceſſity to be- 


come the ſervant. of mortals ? Is he not 
Aa 2 formed 
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; formed in Lis youth with rigor and ſeverity ? 
impelled by whip and ſpur, and reſtrained by 


the bit and rein? But the dog is the chearful 


aſſociate of man; not through neceſſity, but 
choice; though beaten from his preſence, he 


ſubmiſſively returns, and makes a grateful ac- 
| knowledgment for every bone he Weir 


1 


When the companions* of the cave fed 


from a perſecuting tyrantÞ of their own ſpe. | 


cies, a dog was the companion of their 
flight, and partner with them 2 their con- 
. Fd: 


Nabel, fincerity is fo amiable and en- 
' gaging, that a faithful dog is Ry than a 


N t. 


Sultan Suliman th the tree of benedic- 
tion obumbrate his ſepulchre, and the dew 
of pray: exhilirate his clay) was ſo diſ- 

, concerted 


e even ſleepers, concerning whom there are a thouſand fables, 


+ Tyrant==The Emperor Decius. 


4 Rehkſh=-The fleet mottled horſe of Ruſtum—the Herouleg 


of Perſia,,-Sce Shah Nameh, 


61910) 
concerted by the juſtice of the little inſe&'s 
obſervations, that he granted him a free par- 


don, and humbly requeſted his opinion on 
the ſubject of the Nen of life. 


4 


The gnat replied, enlightened propbet of 
Alla, are the contents of the life- protracting 
bowl to be drank by your ſublime highnefs 
alone ; or does the table of deftiny deere a 
Portion to your n and friends? 


The accom pliſhed monarch anſwered : 
No mortal but Daqud's heir may taſte of the 
precious contents.——The' ſeals of reſtraint 
(continued the little orator) are removed, 
and the conſequences are obvious: if you 
drain the life - beſtowing beverage to the re- 
ſurrection, you ſhall gloriouſly reign; but 
arm yourſelf with 'refolution and patience, 
to ſurvive your friends” and” deareſt com- 


1 


The Sultan being thus let to his free 
choice; after a ſhort appeal to his feelings, 
found himſelf fo ſhocked at the thought of 
er han nergis-eyed flowers of hisharam, 

and 
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formed in his youth with rigor and ſeverity } 
impelled by whip and ſpur, and reſtrained by 
the bit and rein? But the dog is the chearful 
aſſociate of man; not through neceſſity, but 
choice; though beaten from his preſence, he 
ſubmiſſively returns, and makes a grateful ac- 
knowledgment for every bone he e 


When the companions “ of the cave fed 
from a perſecuting tyrant of their own ſpe- 
cies, a dog was the companion of their 
flight, and partner with chem in their con- 
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Nubzſses, fincerity is fo amiable and en- 
 gaging, that a faithful dog is 1 ap than a 


ROT: 


Sultan Suliman (may the tree of benedic- 
tion obumbrate his ſepulchre, and the dew 
of pre exhilirate his clay) was fo diſ- 

| c concerted 


Seven Nleepers, concerning who there ta. 
+ Tyrant— The Emperor Decius. 
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eoneerted by the juſtice of the little inſeQ's 
obſervations, that he granted him a free par- 
don, and humbly requeſted his opinion on 
| the ſubject of the gobſet of 11 ; 
The gnat replied, en Pioptith of 
Alla, are the contents of the life-protracting 
bowl to be drank by your ſublime highnefs 
alone; or does the table of deſtiny deeree a 
portion 1 — * n and friends "Y As 155 


The accom pliſhed monarch anſwered : 
No mortal but Daqud's heir may taſte of the 
precious contents. The ſeals of reſtraint 
(continued the little ' orator) are removed, 
and the conſequences are obvious: if you 
drain the life-beſtowing beverage to the re- 
ſurrection, vou ſhall gloriouſly reign; but 
arm you rlelf with reſolution and patience, 
to ſurvive your . nr deareſt com- 
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The Sultan a thus left to his free 
choice; after à ſhort appeal to his feelings, 
found himſelf ſo ſhocked at the thought of 
ner the nergis - eyed flowers of his haram, 


and 


den Gionde, chat he 
inſtantly ſealed yp the . and ſent it back 
untaſted. | , 


Here the Sultan of Dummiſkk, after a 
pauſe, ſaid, the ſame reaſon which this ac- 
compliſhed Prince had for abſtaining from 
the water of life, have I for delaying to 
cat of the fruit before us; till I am more 
fully acquainted with it's properties, and 
convinced of the ſincerity of your attach- 


 Nabkfbebi, where ſoall we 77 2 friend 10 
ado us to the tree of life? of, there be 
any valuable enjeyment in this world, tis the 


IO of a Jaithſw foe: 


The Sultan of Iſrael, ——_ the parrot, 
was not permitted to divide the contents 
of the life- prolonging bowl; but your ſublime 
excellence is at liberty to diſpoſe of the fruit 
of the tree of life at diſcretion, If, however, 
you be ſuſpicious of my ſincerity, or doubtful 
of it's effects, diſmiſs ſome other meſſenger 
to TROP of Zulimet: who may, by my 

direction, 
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direction, the firſt day, attain the mirabolati 
of delight, return on the ſecond; and, on the 
third, after prudent deliberation, you may 
diſpoſe of the immortal fruit as the genius of 
wiſdom ſhall direct. 


and ſome truſty meſſengers were diſpatched, 
with expreſs commands, to bring the firſt 
apple that fell from the tree of exiſtence. 


Before the weary travellers had attained 
the ſtation of deſign, the abyſſinian Em- 
preſs had marſhalled her ſooty myriads, and 
the pilfering dæmon of ſomnolence, having 
ſtruck the tent- pole of his pavilion in the 
centinel's brain: the fruit of delight fell, un- 
noticed, from the tree of duration, which a 

black ſerpent, of enormous ſize, as he drew 
his ſpiry wreaths over the dew- beſprinkled 
graſs, ſeized in his mouth, and afterwards 


dropped, completely contaminated with poi- 
ſon. | 


When the refulgent queen of the morning 
had unbolted the gates of the caſt, and the 
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nr of /.the;,life--beftowing.. Sultan Fr; the 
ſphere, allvanced, the guards joyfully ſeized * 
the fruit, and brought it back to their 
maſter. Though, the monarch was deſirous 
of taſting it, he could not help reflecting, 
that it's ſecret properties were unknown; 
and that it's intrinſic value exceeded his 
comprehenſion. That in juſtice to himſelf 
and people, the firſt experiment ſhould be made 
upon another. To a venerable mortiſied Pirty 
he accordin gly gave it, who had no ſooner 
taſted. of the venom-impregnated apple; but 
he fell down motionleſs. before him, and the 


fleeting ſpirit erept forth from it's no longer 
tenable abode; 


_ Infidious bird! exclaimed the King, had 
I liſtened to thy deceiving voice, I had ex- 
perienced the fate of this unhappy ſage 
The voice of inſpiration aſſuredly reſtrained 
the call of appetite. How ſhall I expreſs 
my. gratitude ? or, with what kind of lan- 
guage ſhall I praiſe the Author of Life ? 


Fior 
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inhabitants of Dummiſhk teſtified their joy; 


by public rejoicings ; and the Sultan com- 
manded the Fowl of Direction, for his per- 
fidious ingratitude, to be torn n 
55 he hooks: of * 3 
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the unfortunate parrot, he was over-whelmed 
With the waves of amazement beat his 
innocent breaſt, disfigured his variegated 
plumes, and anointing his eloquent tongue 
with the ſalutary treacle of Bagdat, proſttated 
himſelf on the imperial carpet, crying, Mo- 
narch of tranſcendant dignity, whoſe ſublime 
actions are weighed in the balance of juſtice, 
feed me with the pulſe and water of affliction, 
confine me to the priſon of a cage; but ſuſ- 
pend my execution for a day ; and when the 
p golden bird of the globe commences her 655 
diurnal flight, haſten yourſelf to the vital 
tree, and make another experiment of the 
fruit; if the perſon who eats it expires, de- 
face me with every mark of infamy and 
torture, that ingenious cruelty can de- 1 
viſe, and drive my afflicted ſpirit to the 
B b bottom- 
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bottomleſs gulph of deſtruction ; but if it 
prolongs life and | health, may the miſt of 
ſorrow be difſipated by the rdys- SE 
W ee 


""The next A. when SR þ. Fruit 
of the ſphere was placed in the concave 
diſh of the heavens, the Sultan, himſelf, 
wont to the tree, procured the apple of 
longevity, and, at his return, gave it to a 
waman, who, through age, infirmity, and 
indolence, had for many years before never ap- 
proached a moſque; yet, no ſooner did the taſte 
the fruit, but her whole figure was changed, 
and ſhe ever after reſembled a blooming | 
beauty of eighteen. ' By that means the Bird 
of Inſtruction. was liberated from the angel 
of death; ſuſpicion gave place to conviction, 
A was ee et 
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5 When the: Fowbof Invention had thus far 
protracted the thread af narration, he ex- 
claimed, reſplendent mirror of wiſdom ! the 
parrot's ſincerity was at firſt ſuſpected by the 


Sultan; though the ingenuous bird -drank to 
him the morning draught of the water of liſe, 


he ſecretly determined to pledge him from 


the agate goblet of death; but when the 
candor and ſincerity af the verdant mantled 
pPhiloſopher reſounded in the bathing-houſes | 


of Dummiſhk, enmity was converted into 


love, and puniſhment changed to reward. 


That you, in like manner, may form a juſt 
eſtimate of my ſincerity and attachment, 
meaſure me with the ell of juſtice, and ſuſ- 
pend me in the balance of candor, and you | 
will perceive that I am the induſtrious ſhegal 
of your houſhold affairs by day, the nightly 
centine] of- your manſion, and * 
of all your cares. 

To give you a freſh ſpecimen of my at- 
tachment, ariſe from the carpet of ſorrow, 
and, with a cent heart, haſten to your 


A long- 
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bong-expechng lover, who, lie e 
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| Khicjette- wilted: to Able this advice, 
but the radiant traveller of the morning aroſe 
from his ambuſcade, the hum of the city 
hive encreaſed, the queen of the morning threw 
aſide her ornamental veil, and the diſplay of 
her ſhining countenance laid the rein of 
„ ee ee 1; 
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